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NFORMATION- at the finger tips is one of the 
ideals of modern business methods. In the busi- 
ness of conducting your church or Sunday-school, 


The Sunday School Times aims to furnish you, week 

by week, with ‘finger tip information” in its read- 

ing and advertising columns on all sorts of ac- 
cessories and helps such as you may need. 





Our Wilderness Wells 


. By Sarah E. Loucks 


N OUR every thirsty desert, r 
In our every burning sand, 

There are wells of God’s own placing, 
For our every need, at hand. 


But how oft our eyes are blinded 
By our doubting, idle fears 

To those waiting wells beside us, 
As were Hagar’s, by her tears ; 


While full oft some mist of sorrow 
Veils the precious boon we pray, 

And we stumble o’er refreshings 
Lying in our very way. 


As of old from out of Heaven’ 
Fell a voice on Hagar’s ear, 
So, amid our blind lamentings, 
We our Father’s voice may hear: 


‘“‘What doth ail thee, child o’er-clouded, 
That thy spirit, parched and dry, 

Seeks not out thy close-up blessing, 
And thy ready, near supply? 


‘* Rise, now fill thine empty bottle 
From thy well that waiteth thee, 

And then hasten, point to others 
Waiting wells they fail to see.” 








What Is Our Appetite? 


What do we like to feed on? Our answer may 
disclose more than we intend. A foreign missionary 
who stands for the old faith, and teaches the Bible as 
the Word of God, recently had a letter from the 
native students in one of his classes telling him politely 
that his method of teaching the Bible did not agree 
with their appetite. It so happened that an earlier 
teacher of this class had taught comparative religions 
instead of the Bible, and that was more to their liking. 
“Comparative religions” allows one to stand off and 
weigh the relative merits of this or that religion, 
without any uncomfortable personal application. The 
Bible is intensely personal. And the natural man has 
no appetite for the Bible, or for God and Christ and 
salvation. This appetite, the first indication of com- 
ing health, occurs only after one has been convicted 
of sin and begins to suffer from that conviction and 
to long for some way of deliverance. When finally 


one sees that the “offense of the cross,” cutting and 
convicting though it is, is the way of escape, and of 
salvation and peace and joy, then indeed he finds he 
has an ‘appetite for that which alone can feed him, 
and his hunger and thirst after righteousness can be 
filled. Even Christians are in-danger of losing their 
appetite for the Bible. If it does not appeal to us 
beyond any other reading, shall weenot ask God to 
show us wherein our spiritual health has become sick- 
ness, and seek the healing touch of the Great 
Physician? 
-_ 


In the Desert 


Life in this world is largely a desert experience. 
Sin wrecks not only the human race, but also the natu- 
ral world. The only oases in this vast wilderness are 
the places where the Gospel of Jesus Christ has come. 
People all around us are dying of spiritual thirst in 
life’s desert. They cannot see the near-by oasis of 
flowers and birds and living water. They are blinded 
by the sun and sand. It is our duty as Christians to 
lead them to the oasis; to show them how and where 
they may find living water, and be saved and satisfied. 
Are we doing it? Few human beings, in a civilized 
land, would let an animal go thirsty if they could help 
it. Public fountains are made with low bowls as drink- 
ing places for dumb creatures; even the birds are thus 
cared for. How about souls? 


x 


Are All Men Growing Better? 


Are all men growing better all the time? If they 
are, why should they need a Saviour? This is the 
heart of the evolution question. There are many sin- 
cere Christians who do not see any harm in evolution. 

hey say they believe God may have created man by 
evolution as well as by an instant act. They do not 
realize that it is not merely a question of the beginning 
of. mankind, but of the condition of man ever since, 
and to-day. For if evolution is not in force to-day, it 
never was in force. The true evolutionist believes 
it is in force to-day. Dr. W. J. Mayo, one of the 
famous surgeons of Minnesota, was recently reported 
as criticizing Mr. Bryan for his stand on evolution, 
and is quoted as saying: “Niot that we are descended 


from monkeys, which is mere nonsense, but that life 
is a constant evolution, morally, mentally, and physic- 
ally, and will continue to be so.” Dr. Mayo, like 
other modern evolutionists, believes that both mon- 
keys and men came up by evolution from a common 
brute origin. He gives away the whole case for evo- 
lution when he insists that all life, including man, is 
continually moving upward, not only mentally and 
physically, but morally. In other words, if we will 
but leave nature alone, mankind and the created uni- 
verse will, by inherent natural forces, draw ever 
nearer perfection. This is an intelligent statement of 
the consistent evolutionist’s position. He necessarily 
denies the fall of man, the wrecking of the race and 
creation by sin, and the need of the Saviour, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Should the Christian hesitate 
whether to accept the word of science or the Word 


of God? 
=< 
When Foundations Give Way 


Almost all foundations give way sooner or later. 
Great money fortunes seem as though they would last 
forever; they do last, year after year, and then in 
some financial panic they are swept away over night. 
Of a publishing house that was one of the greatest in 
America a generation ago, another publisher said to a 
friend, “Nothing could send that house to the wall.” 
It was only a few years after that that this great pub- 
lishing concern had failed. Men place their whole 
reliance on character, and character goes. Suppose 
any and every human foundation upon which we have 
been resting does give way? There is a sure and won- 
derful answer which the Christian can make. It is in 
a bit of verse that has been blessed to many: 

Be like the bird, that, halting in her flight, 

Rests on boughs too slight, 


Feels them give way beneath her feet, yet sings, 
Knowing she hath wings. 


Isaiah knew this secret, when he sang: “They that 
wait upon the Lord shall . .. mount up with wings as 
eagles.” The redeemed sinner knows the secret, and 
sings that blessed Gospel hymn, “He lifted me.” Shat- 
tered human hopes need never discourage or dismay 
those who are “risen with Christ, . . . where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God.” 


The Failure of Success 


who has just made a flying visit to the United 

States, has said some keen things in giving 
his impressions of America. One of them was in 
comment on the danger of elimination of the old 
American families through the incoming of aliens. 
“No remedy has been found,” he says, and he adds: 
“The problem is not peculiar to America; everywhere 
alike, the ruling race tends to rule itself out. Nothing 
fails like success.” 

The abrupt epigram startles one, and, unlike some, 
it has the advantage of being true. For the failure of 
success is inevitable—if we mean human _ success. 
When we go beyond the human and take God into 
account, and consider the revelations given in his 
Word, the saying is not so pessimistic as it seems, 
though uttered by one bearing what he calls a silly 
nickname, the “Gloomy Dean.” 

Every great empire since the world began, except 
those now in power, has gone down in failure— 
and some of the nations of history have been much 
greater than any nation on earth to-day. They were, 
in their time, enormous successes. They failed. 


D ‘= INGE of St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 


y 

A long list of individual names immortal in history 
could be given, names that stood for successful 
achievement in art, literature, music, science, yet 
whose lives ended in failure. The question again 
seeks answer, Why? 

Only in the Bible do we find any adequate answer. 
This is the way in which God’s Word describes the 


This editorial is reprinted, by permission, from the To- 
ronto Globe. 


natural man and his human success: “All flesh is as 
grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away.” 

The more beautiful the flower, the sharper is the 
failure when withering and death have set in. “Noth- 
ing fails like success.” 

That Old Testament preacher who wrote the Book 
of Ecclesiastes, which gives the best reasoning pos- 
sible for the natural man, or the man “under the sun,” 
had this to say: 

“Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of 
vanities ; all is vanity. .. . 

“All things are full of labour; man cannot utter 
it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear 
filled with hearing. 

“The thing that hath been, it is that which shall 
be; and that which is done is that which shall be 
done: and there is no new thing under the sun... . 

“I have seen all the works that are done under the 
sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. 

“That which is crooked cannot be made straight: 
and that which is wanting cannot be numbered. .. . 

“For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that 
increaseth knowledge increaseth soffc v.” 

The “Gloomy Dean” could hardly go beyond that 
in discouraging outlook. Yet it is a passage in God’s 
own Word, and history piles up pathetic evidence that 
it is true. 

But God’s Word does not stop at that. It gives 
the other side, after showing from Genesis to Revela- 
tion the foredoomed failure of the natural man in his 
most successful estate. 

It tells us why man, left to himself, no matter what 
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his success, is bound to fail. 
is sin. The natural man is born in sin; left to him- 
self, he is bound to continue in sin throughout his 
life, and to die in sin. Since the sin of the first man 
and woman this has been so; and we are assured that 
it will always be so until sin has forever been put 
away 

The bright side of history, the bright side of the 
present, the bright side of the future, is that.man was 
not left to himself. God intervened. What man 
could never prevent — his own failure and that of his 
greatest achievements— God can prevent; and God 
has provided the way into a success that will never 
fail. 

Christ the Son of God took upon himself all the 
sins, all the failures, of all the human race. Borne 
down by these, as man’s Substitute, he paid the wages 
of man’s sin, which is death, and was raised from the 
dead, that he might be man’s Saviour. If it is true 
that, for sinful men, nothing fails like success, it is 
also true that for the sinless Saviour nothing suc- 
ceeds like failure. For he was actually willing to become 
failure on the cross, submitting to the insults, blas- 
phemy, smiting, and taunts of onlookers, that “He 
saved others ; himself he cannot save.” By his voluntary 
failure to save himself he saved “a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues,” of whom we see the 
prophetic picture that they “stood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb.” 

Redeemed man, born again by faith in Christ as 
Saviour, is not a failure, but may know the mean- 
ing of such success as only God can give. Such a 
one by faith can say with Paul, “Now thanks be unto 
God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ.” 


The devastating cause 




















Was There Sin Before Man? 


In your editorial comments you say: “We know from 
his (God’s) Word that there would be no disaster and 
no suffering if there were no sin.” 

If you will study God’s works,—the hills and rocks 
and fossils,—I think you will find plenty of evidence 
of disaster and suffering before man existed. 

Also, how can we be entirely free from pain and suf- 
fering so long as we have a nervous system which en- 
ables us to feel; and limited knowledge which causes 
us to blunder?—An Arkansas Reader. 


There was sin long before man was created. The 
evidence of rocks and fossils and the record in the 
Bible agree,— for God’s Word is as infallibly ac- 
curate when it touches on history and science as when 
it deals with spiritual truth. 

That Adam and Eve were not the first sinners is 
made plain in the account of their first sin. They 
were tempted to sin by some one else,—hence sin 
existed before they sinned, for the act of the tempter 
was itself sin. The tempter was Satan, appearing to 
Adam and Eve in a “beast of the field,” the serpent 
(Gen, 3:1); in one of the closing scenes of Satan’s 
career (yet in the future) we read that “the great 
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world” (Rev. 
aa 

Satan was the first sinner, and the beginning cf his 
sin occurred dateless ages before the creation of man. 
The Bible gives his biography; it is an amazing and 
tragic record. He is evidently described in a passage 
in Ezekiel 28: 12-19, which cannot be limited to the 
earthly king of Tyre whom it also mentions: “Thou 
sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in 
beauty, Thou hast been in Eden, the garden of God 

Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that 
thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.” 
The record of Satan’s “iniquity” is given in Isaiah 
14: 12-17: “How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning! . .. For thou hast said 
in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt 
my throne above the stars of God: ... I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most 
High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to 
the sides of the pit.” 

As the Scofield Reference Bible notes, Satan’s * ‘T 
will’ marks the introduction of sin into the universe.’ 
He set himself over against God; and this apparently 
was followed by God’s judgment on the then created 
universe, long before the age of man. Hints of this 
cosmic wreckage, due to Satan’s sin, are found in dif- 
ferent parts of the Scriptures. It is believed to have 
occurred at a point of time between the first and sec- 
ond verses of Genesis. 


The first verse of Genesis reads: “In the beginning 


God created the heaven and the earth.” 

The second verse indicates a sudden break with the 
“And the earth was 
These 


for we read: 
is, became] without form, 


original creation, 


[that and void.” 
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words indicate chaos and wreckage. 
18 we read: “For thus saith the Lord that created the 
heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made 
it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain [or 
without form and void], he formed it to be inhabited.” 
And Jeremiah 4: 23 tells us (the Lord is speaking): 


In Isaiah 45: 


vit | beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, arid ‘ 


void,” —the very words of Genesis 1:2, describing 
a judgment- wrecked earth. 

The first chapter of Genesis, after the first two 
verses, goes on to record, not the creation of the 
universe; but the restoration of an already created 
universe. The Hebrew verb for creation occurs in 
only three places in the first chapter of the Bible: in 
verse 1, the original creation of “the heaven and the 
earth’; in verse 21, when animal life is created; and 
in verses 26, 27, when human life is created. 

In view of these facts, which Bible students have 
long recognized, it is evident that the lapse of un- 
recorded time between verse 1 and verse 2 of Genesis 
I “gives scope for all the geologic ages,” including 
such “hills and rocks and fossils’ as the Arkansas 
reader mentions. There may have been animal life 
long before the age of Adam and Eve; there certainly 
was sin; and only sin could bring suffering and disas- 
ter: the Bible revelation on this is unmistakable. 

On the last points made by the Arkansas reader, 
the sensitiveness which enables us to feel does not 
necessarily require suffering. After Satan and sin 
have forever been put away we shall, in our resurrec- 
tion bodies in the presence of the Lord, have feelings 
and sensibilities more refined than we can now con- 
ceive of; but there will be no pain or suffering there. 


Nor does limited knowledge necessarily cause 
blunder. It often does in sinful human beings, of 
course. But our Lord Jesus Christ, who was: sinless, 


was voluntarily limited in his knowledge while in the 
flesh on earth, as is shown in the inspired record that 
“Jesus increased in wisdom and stature” (Luke-2: 
52). He could not have “increase?” in wisdom unless 
his wisdom had been temporarily limited. while the 
increase went on. Yet he never blundered. 


Pat 
Did Only Believers See the Risen Lord? 


In The Sunday School Times fer March 28, on the 
lesson for April 12, appears an article entitled “The Res- 
urrection,” by I. Dean. The heading of one of the 
paragraphs of this article reads: “Only believers saw 
him after resurrection.” The writer states: “It would 
have been no profit for unbelievers to see him.” 

The Lord did indeed say, “Yet a little while and the 
world seeth me no more” (John 14:18). But surely 
the conclusion that the little while ended with his death, 
or that “the world” excluded individuals in unbelief 
from a perception of his presence, does not seem war- 
ranted. 

If by “believers” is meant believers in Christ’s res- 
urrection, of course the statement is incorrect. Jesus 





Mr. Bryan’s Own Impressions 
of the | 
Tennessee Evolution Trial 








As you have read and 
heard discussed the 
incidents connected 
with the Dayton, 
Tennessee evolution 
case, have you wished 
that you-might have 
the facts from one 
of the participants 
who stands true to God’s Word 
and to the Fundamentals of the 
faith? ‘The Sunday School Times 
in an early issue will give you just 
such an account of this event of 
universal interest. At the request 
of the Editor, the Hon. William 
Jennings Bryan has promised to 
write for. The Sunday School 
Times his own impressions of the 
trial, after the trial is over. Do 
not failto watch for this account 
from the pen of the Great Com- 
moner, fresh from this test of 
Tennessee’s “Evolution Law.” 
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said to Thomas: “Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed” (John 20 : 29). 

But Paul, an unbeliever in the commonly accepted 
meaning of the word, Paul breathing out threatenings 
and slaughter, saw the risen Christ. Three accounts 
are given of the occasion when the Lord appeared to 
him on the Damascus read. Barnabas, who brought 
Pauf to the apostles, “declared unto them that he had 
seen the Lord in the way” (Acts 9: 27). 

I honor The Sunday. School Times for its loyalty to 
the Word. I am writing not in criticism but in what 
‘ seems to me correction of an error. And I fail to fol- 
low the logic of Dr. Dean’s statement, “It would have 
been of no profit for unbelievers to see him.” I fail to 
find any evangelistic appeal in this conception of the 
exclusive. Christ.. It was profit for Thomas. It was 
profit for Paul.—A Florida Pastor. 


By “believers” is meant those who had recognized 
that Jesus was the Son of God, and therefpre the Mes- 
siah, the Christ. The eleven apostles, and many others 
before the death and resurrection of Christ, were thus 
true believers, quite apart from whether they had then 
understood or accepted the fact that he was to be 
raised bodily from the dead. Thomas therefore, even 
while he was denying Christ’s resurrection, and be- 
fore he had seen the risen Lord, was a believer. 

There are Scriptures that seem conclusively to set- 
tle the interesting question asked by the Florida pastor. 

One is Peter’s word, spoken under the guidance and 
in the power of the Holy Spirit in the house of Cor- 
nelius at Czsarea, when he said: 


And we are witnesses of all things which he [Jesus] 
did both inthe land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 
whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 

Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him 
openly; 

Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen be- 

‘of God, -even to us, who did eat and drink with 
him after he rose from the dead. 


Peter here limits the resurrection appearances of 
our Lord to “us,” —those who had been believers in 
Christ. 

Another Scripture is Paul’s inspired statement in 
the great Resurrection Chapter of the New Testament, 
First Corinthians 15. Paul declares: 


I delivered unto you first of all that which I also re- 
ceived, how that Christ died for us according to the 
scriptures; 

And that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the s¢riptures: 

And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 

After that, he was seen of above five hundred breth- 
ren at once: of whom the greater part remain unto this 
present, but some are fallen asleep. 

After that he was seen of James; 
apostles. 

And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one 
born out of due time. 


then of all the 


Here is an authoritative and plainly a complete list 
of the persons to whom the risen Christ appeared. 
They were all believers, except Paul himself. 

Saul (afterwards named Paul) was the great and 
apparently the only exception among those who were 
permitted to see the risen Lord. Doubtless Mr. Dean 
took it for granted, in his article in The Sunday 
School Times, that the exception of Paul’s case would 
be understood without comment. Paul says of him- 
self that the risen Lord was seen: “of me also, as of 
one born out of due time.” The literal meaning of 
this is a premature birth,— “before the due time,” as 
Saul’s conversion is the type of the future conversion 
of Israel when the risen Lord, returning to this earth, 
shall appear to his own brethren in the flesh, and 
they will recognize him whom they have pierced, and 
cry out as Saul did, “Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?” It is evident, therefore, that Christ’s resur- 
rection appearance to Saul was not akin to his ap- 
pearances to the various believers who are listed in 
the Scriptures. 

The reason why the Lord did not, after his death 
and resurrection, show himself to the unbelieving 
world, seems to be given in Christ’s own teaching 
when he told | of the conversation between the “cer- 
tain rich man” in Hades, and Abraham (Luke 16: 19- 
31). There was “a great gulf fixed” between the 
rich man in torment, and “Abraham afar off,” al- 
though they were permitted to converse with each 
other. The rich man begged that Abraham would 
send Lazarus, the beggar who had died and been car- 
ried into Abraham’ s bosom,” to his (the rich man’s) 
five brethren still living on ‘earth, “that he may testify 
unto them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment.” The dialogue which followed is most sig- 
nificant: 


Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the 
prophets; let them hear them. 

And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went 
unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

And he ‘said unto him, If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead. 


The Gospel does not consist of the visible manifes- 
tation of the risen Christ to the mortal eyes of be- 
lievers. It consists of the finished facts of the death 
and resurrection of the One who is the Son of God 
and our Substitute and Saviour. God tells us that 
merely to see the risen Christ would not convert un- 
believers. We may safely rest the case with this 
teaching of the Scriptures. 
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What are the proofs to the believer that Isaiah 
is a united and divinely inspired book ? 


Prophecy Triumphant 
By the Rev. Edward C. Porter 














man chosen of the Highest. It is not so much 

that he has laid hold upon God, but rather that 
the Almighty himself has touched and won him and 
made him new. , ‘ : 

A plain case of this is found in the iife of Isaiah, 
the son of Amoz. He tells us that he was a man of 
his age. He thought and he talked as such men do, 
until one day he saw that which took the twist out of 
his mind and the sin out of his heart. , 

In other words the Lord of Hosts came to him and 
conversed with him. It was a gracious, convincing, 
converting call. It turned the whole course of the 
man’s life. It completely changed his outlook and 
his affections. It cured him of the disease of doubt. 
It broke the spell of his age; so that he never after- 
ward showed the slightest sign of being lured by its 
ideals or beguiled by its pretensions (Isa. 6: 1-7). 

Now this reversal of human judgment, in order that 
God alone may be exalted, is the key-note of the book. 
It runs through it all; it unifies everything in it. But 
let us take up its trend from the beginning to the end. 

In these prophecies we find God’s revelation of him- 
self. We mean by revelation a clear view of the real 
God. It shows what he is and how he works. 

You know that you are in the presence of God by 
the light which shines; for God is light. Where any 
but the true God is, there is darkness. Where the hu- 
man mind is alone, you have obscurity, but the world 
is full of radiance when God appears. We know that 
God is in these prophecies because they are full of 
heavenly light. 

Then, too, the tone which sounds clearest, sweetest, 
and holiest here, can not be matched anywhere by hu- 
man utterance. Listen! “For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8). 


How Prophecy Differs from Philosophy 


Men do not talk like that. Philosophers can not 
imitate it. Search their writings and you will never 
find the equal. It is far from them to hint that_there 
is anything higher than human reason. They would 
no more do it than a salesman would decry his own 
wares. Humanity of itself may indeed seek after the 
knowledge of some sort of a god, but the spring and 
source of all its notes and notions is the mind of man. 
On this account philosophy never_makes anything more 
than a human appeal. “Religion within the limits of 
pure reason,” strikes merely earthly notes, for God 
is not in it. And that is the difference between phil- 
osophy and prophecy. This will come out vividly as 
we take the key and unlock the treasures of the book 
of Isaiah. It is a revelation of God; because: 

1. Here God shows himself in his greatness. His 
voice is divine. Hear ft 

“To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal ? 
saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and 
behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out 
their host by number: he calleth them all by names 
by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in 
power; not one faileth. . . . Hast thou not known? 
Hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his un- 
derstanding” (Isa. 40:25-28). “I am the first, and 
I am the last; and beside me there is no God” (Isa. 


(Co rran hos with a prophet, and-you will find a 


6). 

When the Almighty utters his voice, how mean 
the gods made by the hand or brain of man! All 
nations before him are as nothing and are counted less 
than nothing and vanity: for when the Lord arises to 
execute judgment “the whirlwind shall take them away 
as stubble” (Isa. 40: 24). 

2. God in this book of Isaiah, shows himself in his 
gentleness. He says, “I, even I, am he that comfort- 
eth you” (Isa. 51:12). And again, “As one whom his 
mother comforteth, so will I comfort you” (Isa. 66: 
13). What tenderness! He is mightiest of all yet 
gentlest of all. Where in skeptical, modern literature 
can you match this: “The Lord God will wipe away 
tears from off all faces” (Isa. 25:8)? “The tender 
mercies of men are cruel.” If you want much sym- 
pathy, you must go to the God of the Bible. 

3. God, in these prophecies, shows himself in his 
goodness. “When the poor and needy seek water, and 
there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the 
Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not for- 
sake them” (Isa. 41:17). “Fear thou not, for I am 
with thee: be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee: yea I will help thee; yea I will up- 
hold thee by the right hand of my righteousness” (Isa. 
41:10). “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy 


The so-called ‘‘ modern mind” has many explana- 
tions to account for the evidence, offered by the 
Bible prophets, on other ground than that which 
it claims for itself. However, against all theories, 
the prophet himself stands out as a sure witness. 
Never does he claim the Word as his own, often 
does he give the exact date when he received the 
revelation, and often does he admit he cannot un- 
derstand it, or he takes issue with God because of 
it. Seldom, if ever, did the prophet seek the 
office, or fail to indicate his unworthiness for it. 
These are some of the convincing proofs against 
the critical hypotheses. In this article Mr. Porter 
shows how we may know from what Isaiah has 
written, that he has given us the very word of 
Jehovah. 











and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price’ (Isa. 55:1). 

4. God is not only good; he is just. This is shown 
everywhere by his hatred of oppression and by his 
uncompromising attitude towards all who stain and spoil 
the earth with crime. It is a blessed proof that he is 
the true God. Even a human character belittles itself 
by apes with evil. Without justice, there is no 
God. ck of justice is, in fact, the bane of all de- 
praved and doomed societies; while the return of jus- 
tice is the first phase of a new and better world. God 
pledges himself to put down the enemies of righteous- 
ness, and he glorifies the Messiah as the One who puts 
“on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of 
salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments 
of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with a zeal 
as a cloke” (Isa. 59:17). He who does not under- 
stand that this is divine, knows nothing at all about 
the foundations of law and order. Retribution on 


those who defile and destroy the earth magnifies and - 


glorifies God. 


5. God in this book shows himself as the Redeemer. 
That is, he is the God of grace. He loves to save, and 
he is able to save. Hear his call! “Come now, and let 
us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isa. 
1:18). “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the ur- 
righteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon” (Isa. 55:7). 
Such yearning to save is divine. 

God’s calls to us are from a heart full of love. “God 
is love.” He will redeem Israel; but also all who come 
to him out of every nation. “For thus saith the 
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones” (Isa. 57:15). 

_Strong and gracious are the assurances which God 
gives in this book to those who turn to him for refuge. 
He says: “For the mountains shall depart, and the 
hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart 
from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be 
removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee” 
(Isa. 54:10). 


A Redeemer Beyond Human Invention 


A remarkable feature of it all is the introduction of 
a Saviour who is both human and divine, and who 
by his sufferings and death becomes our Redeemer 
from sin (Isa. 53: 4-12). “But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all” (Isa. 53:5, 6). 

Taken together with Isaiah 52:13-15, the fifty- 
third chapter of this book, is prophecy in its perfec- 
tion; and its fulfilment in the sorrows and sufferings 
of Jesus Christ, our Saviour, hews to the line and is 
true to the letter. Seven centuries before the angels 
sang of the Babe at Bethlehem and glorified God in 
the highest, it was foretold that the One chosen to be 
our King and the Judge of all the nations, was to be 
led as‘a lamb to the slaughter and was to die for our 
sins, that we might live. 

It was all so strange, so contrary to human rea- 
soning, that the prophets themselves were perplexed 
and tried in vain in their day to harmonize the suffer- 
ings of the Messiah with the glory that should follow 
(1 Pet. 1: 10, 11). Yet that which was opposed to all 
the probabilities, nevertheless became true in fact; 
the seemingly impossible proved to be a reality; the 
portrait, drawn by a divine hand and shown to a 


wondering prophet, was seen, after all the years, to be 
an.exact likeness of Jesus of Nazareth, son of Mary 
and Son of God. That is a miracle. 

And so it was that the mixing of majesty with hu- 
miliation might appear to be the negation of greatness 
and the end of hope; but to all who have knelt at the 
cross of Calvary and have looked up to the great 
Sufferer who died, the Just for the unjust, that he 
might reconcile us to God, it is the blessed evangel 
and the tidings of ineffable joy. 

The prophecy fits perfectly the cross, and in the cross 
its triumph is complete and satisfying. 

So it appears that the hardest to fulfil of all the 
prophecies became true in fact at Christ’s first coming. 
Then why not expect an exact fulfilment of prophecies 
which tell of his second coming? We do. 

We now turn from the revelation of the nature and 
character of God to the prophetic estimate of man; 
but we should remember always that it refers to the 
unsaved, 

Apart from God, man is counted as nothing. Ag- 
gregates of men in societies or nations are no stronger 
or better. True, they may boast of their progress and 
say that they will never perish; but strong is the Lord 
who judgeth them. 

Knowing the greatness and the glory of God, the 
prophet flays the humanists of all time, when he says: 
“Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils; 
for wherein is he to be accounted of?” (Isa. 2:22.) 
He is zero without God. This is not human opinion: 
for “the voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I 
cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof 
is as a flower of the field: The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth . . . but the word of our God shall 
stand forever” (Isa. 40:6-8). “Who art thou, that 
thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, .. . 
and forgettest the Lord thy maker?” (Isa, 51: 12, 13.) 
These verses alone are enough to prove divine inspira- 
tion. They are the truth, Remember Almighty God, 
and you have the courage to dare anything and to 
bear everything; but without God you are weak. 


Isaiah’s Forward Look to Better Things 


Looking unto the end, the prophet gloried in bet- 
ter things to come. No good man was ever immeshed 
in his times. Temporizing is a mark of meanness. 
An opportunist is a disgrace to the human race. A 
reformer may or may not be ahead of his age; but 
a prophet of God is far ahead. This ‘s well illustrated 
in the book of Isaiah. Did you ever count the num- 
ber of times that this man of God refers to the last 
days? It will pay you to do so. There are over five 
hundred verses in the book of Isaiah which describe 
what is going to happen, not in his day, but at the end 
of time. That easily averages nine verses to every 
page of his prophecies. In short, he dwells on -this 
subject more than five hundred times in the course 
of fifty-five pages! That is to say, this book of Isa- 
iah keeps ultimate settlements constantly in mind, with 
marked tenacity, intensity and oneness of purpose. 
This necessitates unity of authorship. 

In fact, before he finishes the first chapter, he is 
talking of the day when “Zion shall be redeemed with 
judgment” (Isa. 1:27). Nor does he leave the time 
vague; for he goes on to say in this very connection 
(Isa. 2:2) that it shall come to pass in the last days. 
What shall come to pass? The “mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and 
all nations shall flow unto it . . . out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the nations .. . 
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war anymore” (Isa. 2:2-4). Out of a total of sixty- 
six chapters in the book of Isaiah, fifty-six of them 
refer in part at least to the last days. In fact, the 
prophet hardly drops the subject except when telling 
of the destruction of the hosts of Sennacherib, or the 
cure of Hezekiah, or the sufferings of the Messiah. 
Conditions in the prophet’s own day are mentioned 
only to call to repentance of to suggest judgments. 
Why? Because current events are as the small dust 
of the balance; it is the time of the end that counts. 
For this reason Isaiah is always hopeful and never 
discouraged, no matter how things look in the pres- 
ent. A good lesson for us! 

While there are many instances in the book of the 
wrath of God on the nations, this is but a part of the 
process of making the earth a fit place in which we 
may live. First the right must win. It can not win 
by smiling at wrong or by doing good, or by any 
method of kindness known to man or used of God. 
In close touch with Jehovah, the prophet says, “When 
thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness. Let favor be showed 
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to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in 
the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will 
not behold the majesty of the Lord” (Isa, 26:9, 10). 
A great truth, but one of which “up-to-date” Chris- 
tianity is densely ignorant! The crowning grace of 
God is in the Gospel of his Son; but when the nations 
scoff at the Sermon on the Mount and the sufferings 
of Christ on the cross, there is room for judgment, 
and it will come (Isa. 2: 17-21; 14: 26, 27; 30: 27, 28; 
66:15, 16). 

But the prophecies in this book do not stress only 
cities in ashes or men in despair. Old things pass 
away to give place to the new; and the new, as God 
foretells it, is glorious. Because he is strong in 
power, not one word of his will fail. He will give 
“beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness” 
(isa, GF sia). 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
him that bringeth good tidings, that bringeth 
good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” (Isa. 52:7.) 
The city “where those blessed feet have trod” will 
become the joy of the whole earth; for he who laid 
down his life to save us and who rose again from 
the grave, will come again in glory to bless his peo- 
ple and to rule over the nations. 

With him will come all that is fair. He will put 
down and out the tempter of men and the man of 
lawlessness (Isa. 27:1). He will do away with oppres- 
sion and set men free. His people will be all righteous. 
Plenty will take the place of poverty; misery will 
give way to happiness. There will be no more mate- 
rialism, 

With a perfect Ruler, there can be neither mis- 
government, nor graft, nor corruption in office. With 
a society in which God dwells, there will be loyal 
and loving obedience to the commands of the Holy 
One. Violence will no more be heard in the land: 
impurity will flee away. There will be health, strength, 
brotherly kindness, and gladness. The ills of life will 
have passed away, and its joys will be great. The 
light from God will surpass and supplant even the 
light of the sun (Isa. 60: 19). 

“In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beau- 
tiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be 
excellent and comely” (Isa. 4:2). “Of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be no end.” And 
his people shall say, “Behold, God is my salvation; I 
will trust and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is 
my strength and my song; he also is become my sal- 
vation” (Isa. 12:2). “In that day shall the Lord of 
hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of 
beauty, unto the residue of his people’ (Isa. 28:5). 

To sum up: In tone and range, in sweetness and 
beauty, in strength and grace, in greatness and gran- 
deur, this book is as much above human thought as 
heaven is higher than the earth; and all because God 
is in it. In it he speaks to us, wooing and winning. 
He is coming to judge the world in righteousness, to 
break every yoke and to beautify the earth with sal- 
vation. This is the message of the book of Isaiah. 
Blessed are all they that wait for him! (Isa. 30: 18.) 

Ar.LINGTON, Mass. 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am only a girl of an older growth, 
the mother cof seven, and I find many problems answered 
in your letters to others. In one “problem,” however, I 
seem to stand alone and I turn to you for your advice. 

I have no objection to athletics in school, but as soon 
as our boys and girls become at all efficient at school a 
team is organized and boys in their early teens go as many 
as ten and fifteen miles away to “play” some other team. 
They often do not get back till midnight. They are, of 
course, accompanied by a teacher or a coach, but it seems 
to me children of that age are away from home and home 
influence too much; if we once allow them this liberty, 
there is something nearly every night of the week to take 
them away. 

Do you approve of boys in their early teens being out 
eamping for three or four weeks in the summer? Should 
not children of that age be employed at least part of the 
time?—A CONCERNED MOTHER. 


EAR “CONCERNED MOTHER”: Thank God 

that you are concerned! It will no doubt aid in 
the salvation of your children! To-day the great lack 
in our land is the mother who feels that every detail 
should be guarded so that the influences around her 
children shall lead heavenward. 

That the work of the school in life to-day is ex- 
ceeding their authority, is being felt by the thoughtful 
parents. That we are approaching a day when the 
school shall take her hands off the social and outside 
life of the child, is evident. Even the teachers, at 
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least many of them, are feeling they have gone too 
far in trying to control the lives of the pupils. 

As a mother, I would yield the rearing and direct- 
ing of my children to no man or woman living! They 
are God’s gift to you, and if God gives you a convic- 
tion that your child is being used for some self-glory 
of a school to the detriment of the making of his 
character, I would never yield my rights to keep my 
child at home. Yes, it may be a great denial, in the 
eyes of the child, but that will not count in the years 
to come, when he looks back and sees that your action 
was for his good. You are not acting just for to-day, 
you are building character that will make a strong or 
a weak man or woman, as the case may be. Have you 
read the incident of the President’s son that has been 
in the newspapers? It is reported that the son was 
up in the country working, and another boy with him 
said, “If my father were the President of the United 
States, I bet you I wouldn’t be here doing this kind 
of work, I would be down in Washington!” 

Young Coolidge was silent for a moment, and then 
replied, “You don’t know my father!” Thank God 
for a man in the White House who can put obedience 
into his son, and have it in the life of the boy! 

Do npt turn your thoughts away from the intuition 
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God has given you to lead your child, and do not 
let the drift of the times get you to let the fads of the 
hour experiment with your child! You are account- 
able to God for his soul, and spend much time with 
God seeking wisdom, and when he gives it to you, let 
nothing turn you from your God-given decision, to 
— the health and development of your child along 
all lines. 

_Camping out? Yes, it is great for the boy or girl, 
if the leader of the camp is one you can trust to guide 
your child! I wish that all children could have the 
education and help of two months in the summer, to 
live in the open, and have the simple life. Free from 
the yoke of formalism and fashion, and in the open 
fresh air from heaven! In most well organized camps, 
work of various sorts is a definite part of the week- 
day program, and idleness is not tolerated. That they 
might know their Creator and learn his wonders. m 
the firmament, and get in the habit of looking up, and 
away from the groveling influences of this life, as 
we see it to-day. But be sure you have your child in 
the true influences of God, and be satisfied with noth- 
ing less than the real man, that is, the real Christian 
man, who will sow only the seed of purity and godli- 
ness. 














Has Seneferu’s Tomb Been Found? 


Why archeologists think the tomb, recently uncovered in Egypt near the Great Pyramid, may 
date back to Abraham’s day 
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exploitation of the discovery, of the tomb of 

Tut-ankh-amen is that it has created an appetite, 
a world appetite, for archeological information. The 
result is that the daily press has acquired such an itch 
and fever for sensational discoveries, is so easily hum- 
bugged, or perhaps not always over-scrupulous about 
accuracy, that altogether the public is sated with all 
sorts of wonderful finds, of great value, or little value, 
or positive detriment. It was once proposed in the Con- 
ference of Foreign Mission Boards that statistical re- 
ports should be illuminated with striking episodes of 
missionary experience. The suggestion was ta 
on the ground that missionaries would be tempted to 
stage dramatic escapades of a sensational character 
in order to get attention to their work. If it seems 
impossible that missionaries should do so, it is not en- 
tirely impossible for archeologists, for they are not 
always of the missionary temperament. Thus the 
startling announcement of a city under the sea off the 
coast of Tunis turns out now to be “probably” only 
some pottery from the wreck of pottery transports 
which pass over that spot from potteries nearby. We 
have need to preserve our souls in equanimity and char- 
ity concerning reports from that region. 


How Ht May Surpass that of Tut-ankh-amen 


F A very different, yet still uncertain, character is 

the report of the discovery near the Great Pyra- 
mid, of a tomb of the time of the Third Dynasty of 
Egypt. It is from the work of one of. the most reliable 
of explorers, Dr. Reisner, but he himself yet speaks 
most cautiously concerning what has been found and 
the ultimate significance of it. It is -without doubt, a 
Third Dynasty tomb, It may be, as was positively 
announced by some papers, the tomb of the great 
Seneferu. If it prove to be so, it may be expected far 
to surpass the importance of the discovery of the tomb 
of Tut-ankh-amen. While this latter was but an in- 
significant Pharaoh in the presence of many others, 
Seneferu was really one of the great Pharaohs of 
Egypt and probably the first great empire builder of 
the valley of the Nile. He really did great things to 
establish the might and extend the empire of Egypt 
beyond the borders of the valley. He represented a 
high state of Egyptian civilization, anc this discovery, 
whether the tomb be really his, or only that of one of 
his princes, should throw much light upon what is 
already known to be the great advance in civilization 
and culture of the time of the Third-Dynasty. This 
was a Civilization which prepared the way for the 
Great Pyramid and the marvelous development of 
art and architecture of that time. This was at least 
fifteen hundred years before the time of Moses and 
the Exodus and the contents of this tomb should 
illumine, in a wonderful way, the background of cul- 
ture before the beginning of the Patriarchal: Age — as 
cree in the Bible. We will welcome the light of 
a acts. 


Tex principal value of the discovery, and the 


we 
Will the Reason for the Pyramids Be Kevealed ? 


HE tomb is ninety feet down in the ground and 
contains a great marble sarcophagus ornamented 
with gold, as are usually royal sarcophagi. The one 
great hope raised by this discovery is that it may de- 
termine what was the purpose, if there was any great 


purpose, in the erection of the pyramids; that is, if 
there was any purpose other than protection for the 
mummy of the great dead and the self-glorification of 
the Pharaoh and the commemoration of the richness 
and power of his empire. 


Associated Press dispatches, in The Public Ledger, Phila- 
delphia. 


The Unique Clue to the Location 


HE story of the actual finding of the tomb above 

mentioned is a most interesting one. A white spot 
exactly on the eastern axis of the Great Pyramid, 
about two hundred yards distant from the pyramid, 
attracted attention. It was only plaster, but when re- 
moved, showed cut stonework underneath. When the 
stones were removed, it was found that they filled a 
stairway. This was followed down until, at the depth 
of twenty-six meters, a great burial chamber was 
found. The chamber was about six meters long by 
four meters broad, about twenty by twelve feet in 
dimension. Here the sarcophagus in marble and gilt 
was found, with some additional tomb furniture. 

Egyptian Gazette, March 14, 1925. 


b* 4 
The Ancient Gods of Ur 


sw discoveries at Ur—by the way, the explorers 
at this point still unhesitatingly announce it as 
“Ur of the Chaldees,” notwithstanding recent ques- 
tionings — have been announced from time to time 
as they progressed. The publication of the final re- 
port in the Museum Journal, in addition to the details 
already noticed, only brings out the most important 
and illuminative facts which parallel Biblical repre- 
sentations. The ancient Sumerian conception of their 
gods is most interesting. The ancient Egyptians and 
Greeks conceived of their gods as remote and terrible. 
They did, indeed, concern themselves in all the affairs 
of life, but intimate fellowship with them was not to 
be thought of; they were only approached with great 
fear and caution. Hence the temples of these gods 
were beautiful and costly structures to which the peo- 
ple came to worship, and from which they departed 
with gladness to attend to their own affairs in life. 

Among these ancient Sumerians at Ur, however, 
the god of the place, the moon-god, was conceived of 
in a very different manner. He was not remote and 
transcendant, but was a very practical business god, 
who entered most intimately into all the affairs of 
daily life both public and private. He not only dwelt 
in a temple among them as they believed, but was the 
actual and active head of a great business establish- 
ment. 
tithes and collected them, made contracts, and carried 
on all the business of the government, as well as much 
of the private business of the people. 

It will appear at once that this is very much the 
same idea as that of the theocracy in Israel, but with 
one difference that is vital, The Sumerian Moon-god 
was recognized as a local and national god of the land, 
while other gods were gods of other lands. Israel’s 
religion, on the other hand, presented Jehovah as “God 
of all the earth.” Then another most apparent differ- 
ence between the theocracy of the ancient Sumerians 
and the theocracy of Israel was the spirituality of 
Israel’s religion and the sectilarism of the religion of 
the Sumerians. Israel’s God was a religious God, the 


He, through his agents, the priests, levied © 
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god of the Sumerians was pre-eminently a business 
god. Indeed, it is just these two things, the universal 
sovereignty of Israel’s God, and the spirituality of 
Israel’s worship that marks Israel’s religion as divine. 
C. Leonard Woolley, Pennsylvania Museum Journal, March, 
1925, PP. 27-59. 
ve 


Phoenician Civilization Paralleling the Patriarch 


ISCOVERIES in the old Phoenician country still 

continue to attract much attention. In addition to 
those at Byblos, others have now come to light near 
Sidon. The tombs of the Phoenicians are making 
known to us much of the history of the people of 
Hiram king of Tyre, not, indeed, of his late date, 
but of one thousand years earlier. Yet bronze weapons 
and implements, beautiful pottery and vases of carved 
alabaster, mingled with the scarabs of the Hyksos pe- 
riod in Egypt, reveal the same high state of civiliza- 
tion which we have now come to know was character- 
istic of the early Patriarchal period in Palestine. No 
demands laid upon us by the Biblical representations 
for the early Patriarchal period are greater than are 
now illustrated by the material remains of that time. 
Indeed the passing hints of the narrative in the Bible 
are ofttimes fulfilled in a most remarkable and unex- 
pected fulness; they are found to indicate far more 
than was supposed. 

Special Cable to the New York Times, 1925. 


The Throne Room of the Pharaoh of the Exodus 


‘i discovery, last year, of the throne-room of 
Meremptah, the Pharaoh of the Exodus at Mem- 
phis, was rather more interesting than important. It 
told little of the history of that Pharaoh that was. not 
known. The Biblical articulations, which have beea 
somewhat exploited, are exceedingly uncertain, not to 
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say unlikely. The idea that before this throne Moses 
and Aaron appeared to plead for the Children of Is- 
rael is not at all probable. The Israelites were a 
Delta people, and the scene of the Exodus is laid in 
the Delta. There is not a hint in the Biblical account 
that would lead us to place the appearance of Moses 
and Aaron before the throne of Pharaoh so far up 
country as Memphis, far from the center of action. 
It is most likely, as seems implied by the Psalmist, 
that all that took place was in the “field of Zoan,” 
that is, the territory round about the Delta Capital of 
the Pharaohs of the Nineteenth Dynasty. 


we . 
Nevada’s Chinese (?) City 


RECENT dispatch from the archeological world 
is of the discovery of what is claimed to be 
a Chinese city in Nevada. A great obsidian cliff wall 
is covered for more than two miles by what the in- 
terpreter of the expedition asserts are Chinese char- 
acters of the pre-Ming Dynasty. The discovery is 
by the National Cosmographic Society about twenty- 
five miles west of Pioche, nez- White Horse Springs. 
White pottery with a thick fire glaze also has been 
found, and decorations on the pottery resemble photo- 
graphs. If this proves to be a well-founded interpre- 
tation, it will only be in line with the wide-spread 
opinion that the American aboriginal population came 
from Eastern Asia. I have been struck many times 
with the startling resemblance between the American 
Indians and the people of China and Japan. Not all 
Chinese and Japanese by any means, for these are, 
like Americans of the present age, a mixed peo- 
ple. But occasionally one meets a Chinese or a 
Japanese who looks exactly like some of the tribes 
of American Indians. 
Robert Hamilton, in special dispatch to St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch. 


St. Louts. 








What I Have Seen 


The sacrifice of Janet, and what 
it meant to a divided: class 








in My Pupils’ Eyes 
By a Sunday School Teacher 














All too seldom does the Sunday-school teacher possess the keen, spiritual insight to discern the mysteries of per- 
sonality in her pupils, and at the same time have the tactful, God-given ability to give them just the help they need. 
Yet these qualities may be and can be cultivated in every Sunday-school teacher who is willing to put her life in the 


hands of the Potter, and let him use her as he will. 


The temptation to-day is to be misled by the strong emphasis 
that we find everywhere upon the psychology of the pupil. 


Psychology may have its place in the secular school, 


but the Sunday-school teacher finds it sadly insufficient in teaching spiritual truth. 


The series of six articles entitled ‘‘ What I Have Seen in My Pupils’ Eyes,’’ beginning with this present article, 
comes from the rich heart-experience of a Sunday-school teacher of both boys and girls. She writes, ‘‘I have 
often thought of writing upon the difference between the faculty that a Sunday-school teacher works upon, and the 
one that the secular teacher impresses. Few psychologists will admit a separation between the spiritual and the 


intellectual life. 


A teacher of both (I was a school teacher fer two years) cannot fail to appreciate it. 
initial awakening of interest, necessary in each case, there is an immediate diversion... . The S 


After the 


1 Sunday-school teacher 


is not teaching children the way David kept sheep, how the Hebrews made bread, but the reality of God and of 


the powers of the unseen world.’ 


| Apdeory remember ‘a group of teachers in a depart- 
ment of a graded school, teaching children from 
six to ten years old. One of these teachers had 
greatly impressed me with the beauty of her Chris- 
tian character. I noticed it as much in the things she 
did not say and do as in the things she did. I felt 
she surpassed us all in her obedience to Jesus Christ, 
a belief which I am sure would have amazed her, for 
she was as human and jolly as she was humble. She 
had not been so well educated as the other teachers; 
sometimes she was even ungrammatical. She looked 
at the rest of us with a sort of wistful awe; she 
thought we were wonderful, She said she wished she 
were able to build the scientific lessons we did, and 
she felt she really had no place among us. But I noted 
a remarkable and consistent result of her work. 

It was the custom of our devoted superintendent 
to call.for the lesson story from each class, after the 
study period. Sunday after Sunday, with unfailing 
regularity, the pupils of this untrained teacher got 
up and gave the very spiritual heart of the lesson. 
They did it simply and unquestioningly and without 
any prompting. This knowledge had become their 
very Own possession. 

I am holding no brief for untrained teachers; we 
need every possible aid for a work whose importance 
cannot be overestimated. But this teacher was not 
untrained in a Sunday-school teacher’s most necessary 
equipment—a knowledge of the Bible illumined by 
belief in and obedience to the Lord Jesus. Perhaps 
her very single-mindedness saved her work from an 
artificial emphasis upon non-essentials. 

Too often we have overstepped ourselves in our 
eagerness to achieve an approved scientific method, 
and have overlooked the pearl of great price com- 
mitted to our keeping. Too often we have been lim- 
ited to physical laws of apperception which are the 
mode of the secular teacher, when our immeasurably 
greater work should have been to reach the profound 
and mysterious sources of conduct with the Bread of 
Life. Too often—and innocently enough, too— we 


have been guided by a psychology built upon an evo- 
lutionary hypothesis that man is only a_ sublimated 
monkey and that he acquires all knowledge through 
similar laws, when we should have realized that we 
are dealing with living souls, made in the image of 
God. We have, as it were, used the earthly mode of 
a quasi-ecclesiastical veterinary operating upon high- 
grade animals, when we should have been teaching the 
Word which is able to divide asunder soul and spirit. 
We are not here to teach the way Sarah kept house, 
or David watched sheep, or the Hebrews made bread, 
but to reveal the powers of the unseen world. 
Perhaps I can best illustrate this peculiar province 
of the Sunday-school teacher, so distinct from that 
ofthe secular teacher, and a field into which we all 
enter with the greatest humility, by recounting a few 
of my own experiences in which I saw the Word of 





Perhaps you have friends or acquaintances 
who are Sunday-school teachers and who 
are facing the same problems that this 
teacher found in her work among boys and 
girls. It may prove a real help and blessing 
to them to learn how this consecrated teacher 
was used to bring many of those entrusted 
to her into the life that is Christ. You may 
share this heart-gripping series with as many 
as you choose, through the Ten-Weeks 
“Get Acquainted”’ subscriptions, costing 25 
cents each. Such subscriptions should state 
that they are for the “What I Have Seen 
in My Pupils’ Eyes’ Series, and should be 
mailed to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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God bear its own beautiful fruit, both with the mis- 
chievous, ever blessed small boy, and with the capable, 
attractive, very human business girl. . 

One Sabbath morning a group of eighteen or twenty 
young business women formed in their classroom their 
usual double semi-circle about their teacher. Their 
own brief opening exercises, following those in the 
main school, were concluded. The teacher gazed into 
that battery of eyes focused upon hers; soft brown 
eyes, snappy black ones, clear blue eyes, frank gray 
ones, dancing hazel eyes — gazed back into them with 
that sudden heavy crush of responsibility and that 
equally quick, eager life of joy in her work that many 
a teacher knows so well. 

She loved these girls with that love which is a gift 
of Jesus Christ to the workers in his vineyard. They 
had scarcely been “hers” for a year. They constituted 
a live organized class with two week-night meetings 
a month, and their energetic young heads kept various 
activities humming. When the teacher first met them 
she thought, as she does to-day, they were the most 
unusual group of young women she had ever known; 
she wondered where and how they had been developed. 
They could pray and lead with a fluency and an ease 
which simply abashed her. Yet with all their finely 
developed religious sense the class had two strong and 
bitter factions, 

One foHowed the president, Lucile, a bright, capable 
young woman whose ability to organize and to push 
things through had given her considerable prominence 
in conferences and on union committees. She was as 
entirely at home addressing several hundred people as 
she was in speaking to the class. No one could make 
such lengthy prayers. Yet with all her ability and un- 
doubted sincerity she had a more limited spiritual com- 
prehension than any girl in the class. This very lack 
was indeed the origin of the opposition to her, which 
was led by Janet, an indomitable, sturdily honest, ob- 
stinately “set”? Scotch lassie, a with-your-shield-or- 
upon-it girl who would have taken a fling at the cate- 
chism itself if Lucile had made an issue of it. 

Some of the girls the teacher had had, singly, to 
tea or to dinner, in an endeavor to break up this im- 
passe. A mass of confidential evidence resulted, some 
tearful and some hotly indignant. Each was absolutely 
certain of the righteousness of her own position, and 
nobody would yield anything. Then came the morn- 
ing of this lesson whose very heart was, “And be ye 
kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you.” The teacher well knew, through her own frailty, 
the potency of that plea: “as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you.” With all the power she had she 
stressed it. 

What strange things—deep, sacred things—a 
teacher sees in that circle of eyes about her when the 
interest of her scholars has made them forget them- 
selves, and their lack of self-consciousness has drop- 
ped the guarding veil which protects personality. The 
secular teacher sees something very different in that 
quick flash of comprehension when an awakened per- 
ception has grasped a new idea. The one awakes the 
soul to the powers of the invisible world; the other 
teaches the mind the facts of the visible one. 

As the lesson progressed the response of every girl 
was plainly evident—every girl but the president. 
Her eyes alone were dull and cloudy, as she listened 
without comprehending. The teacher could scarcely 
bear to look into the brown eyes of Janet, she was be- 
ing asked to do such a hard, humiliating thing, so rev- 
olutionary to her strong Scotch temperament, and 
she was taking it so literally. After the lesson Janet 


-waited until every girl had gone, and then with her 


usual straightforwardness she came directly to the 
point. “Mrs, »” she said, “you meant me.” The 
teacher faltered a bit, and admitted she knew through 
her own experience the hard difficulty of the path she 
had portrayed. Later she bitterly blamed herself for 
being like Eli, and sparing her child because she could 
not bear to hurt her. 

Just two weeks from that day, buoyant, confident 
Lucile, with a bright, pleased smile, informed the 
teacher, “Janet is so lovely to me, I am so happy I 
don’t know what to do.” She had not the slightest 
glimmer that Janet had fought and won her battle 
through her love for Jesus Christ and what he had 
done for her. That was the origin of a deep and last- 
ing friendship between the two, the death of the fac- 
tions and the end of the class dissension. 

-To some, outside of the,class, it was a nine-day’s 
wonder, and they were still®, ‘hearsing it at the big 
church wedding of Lucile, three years later. For, 
as the great oaken doors opened at the stately wedding 
march, and the bridesmaids, in their frilly organdie 
and smart round bouquets of pink buds, appeared two 
by two, the only girl chosen from the class, indeed 
the only girl excepting out-of-town relatives, was 
Janet, the giri who had been Lucile’s chiefest enemy. 
She was a picture, with the demure consciousness of 
her honor and her brown eyes sparkling with excite- 
ment. 

The years have passed, and many heartaches have 
been the portion of Lucile. But now, after a long and 
bitter experience of pain and sorrow one begins to see 
in her dear eyes, too, that look of understanding. Per- 
haps the Lord Jesus is becoming a vital reality to her, 
now that a furnace of affliction has begotten within 
her a lovely new grace of humility. 
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LESSON 5. AUGUST 2. THE EPISTLE OF JAMES 
International Uniform Lesson.—The Book of James 
Golden Text.—Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.—Jas. 1: 22 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 


UR Lord Jesus died to save his mother and half- 
() rraries his kinsmen in the flesh, as well as 

all the rest of mankind’ who would believe. It 
is interesting to see in James’ epistle how he, who did 
not at first believe (Mark 6:4, 1. c.; John 7:5), 
comes to acknowedge his half-Brother as his Lord 
and Saviour (comp. Acts 1:14 and 1 Cor. 15:7 with 
Jas, 1335 2233 $27, & tS). 
The Historical Setting 


Joseph, the husband of Mary, was a “just” man 
(Matt. 1:19, A. V.). His oldest son never forgot 
the lessons of justness learned in the Nazareth home 
circle, and came to be called in the early Church James 
“the Just.” Justness meant more than mere fairness 
to the Hebrew of that day. It implied a “scrupulous 
reverence for everything prescribed by the Law.” 
James’ Epistle is the earliest New Testament writ- 
img, and internally bears witness to the environment 
of the Jerusalem church, which was entirely Jewish, 
and of which James was a pillar. He speaks of the 
meeting-place as a “synagogue” (2:2). The Epistle 
was written doubtless before A. D. 45, before the 
Jerusalem Council met, where James was seen, in our 
last lesson, to be interested in keeping the believing 
Pharisees satisfied. It might almost be called the 
book of Proverbs of the New Testament; it is full of in- 
tense practical Christianity. James wrote directly to be- 
lieving Jews, indirectly to unbelieving Israelites. James 
is said to have worn his knees as callous as a camel’s 
knees, praying on the temple floor. He is said to have 
died in being hurled from a pinnacle of the temple, 
but Josephus is doubtless to be believed in saying that 
he was stoned to death. He was spared the sight of 
the destruction of Jerusalem, dying probably the year 
before, — A. D. 69 


The Expository Meaning 


Chapter 1: 1—James, a servant of God and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ—James mentions our Lord by 
name only here and in 2:1; neither does he mention 
him in his speech in Acts 15. Alford quotes Bengel’s 
rather appealing deduction: “It might have seemed, if 
he had often named Jesus, as if he did it to exalt him- 
self as the brother of our Lord.” 


Verse 17.—Every good gift and every perfect gift 
cometh down from above, from the Father of the 
lights of heaven . . Alford’s translation). Not 
only does God not tempt to evil, but on the other hand, 
he is the Author of all good. Alford helps us again 
to understand that the first “gift” is the “act of giv- 
ing,” and the second is “the thing given.” The Father 
of the heavenly bodies (comp. Job. 38:28) is purer 
than they, and with him there is no shadow of turn- 
ing,” as when the moon turns her dark side. to the 
earth, or is eclipsed, or the sun is eclipsed (comp. I 
John 1:5). 


Verse 18.—Of his own will he brought us forth... 
that we should be a kind of firstfruits, Regeneration 
is the greatest of all God’s good gifts, and James and 
his wide-spread circle of readers, not Christians in 
general nor Christians as Jewish believers, are a sort 
of firstfruits, though Christ is the real firstfruits of 
resurrection life. Here again is James’ intense Juda- 
ism set forth—the Law demanded that the firstborn 
of man and cattle be set apart for God, This is the 
splendid privilege of these charter members, so to 
speak, of the body of Christ — privileged to be in at 
the beginning. The passage speaks indirectly of the 
priority of James’ epistle. 

Verse 19.—Let every man be swift to hear, ... 
Because of what this wonderful Word has meant to 
us, let us be eager to listen to it, but not eager to dis- 
course, or at least dispute about it. And certainly not 
to be angry when it is contradicted, or even denied. 

Verse 20.—For the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God. Here is a word of caution for 
us in the controversial day in which we live. Uncon- 
trolled zeal in speech, even in God’s cause, does not ac- 


complish God’s righteous purposes, but often the op- 
posite. 


Verse 21.—Wherefore putting off all filthiness and 


superabundance of malignity, receive with meekness: 


the implanted word (Alford’s translation). Malignity 


pollutes the soul and renders it unfit soil for the growth: 


of the implanted Word. How often you may see malig- 
nity working in just that way. Offense is taken, justly 
or unjustly. Resentment is cherished in the heart.. It 
grows by what it feeds on. It is nursed and cherished. 
It may lead to self-pity, a terrible havoc-worker .in 
the soul. It injures the one who entertains the feel- 


Devotional Reading: James 1 : 12-18. 
Primary Topic: Loving and Obeying. 
Lesson Material : png I 219-27. 
Memory Verse: If ye love me, ye will keep my command- 
ments.— John 14 : 15. 
Junior Topic: Be Ye Doers of the Word. 
Lesson Material : James 1 : 19-27, 
Memory Verse: James 1 : 22. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : ** Doers of the Word.” 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Religion According to James. 











The portion of the text indicated by the Internationai 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
I : 19-27 


191 Ye know this, my beloved brethren. But let every 
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 for 
the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 
21 Wherefore putting away all filthintss and overflowing 
of * wickedness, receive with meekness the * implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be ye doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, deluding your own seives. 
23 For if any one is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he 
is like unto a man beholding ‘his natural face in a mirror: 
24 for he beholdeth himself, and goeth away, and straight- 
way forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25 But he 
that looketh into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
so continueth, being not a hearer rat forgetteth but a 
doer that worketh, this man shall be blessed in his doing. 
26 If any man °*thinketh himself to te religious, while he 
bridleth not his tongue but deceiveth his heart, this man’s 
religion is vain. 27 Pure religion and undefiled before our 
God and Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows 


in their affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from the 
world. 


1Or, Know ye 2Or, malice ? Or, inborn *Gr. the face 
of his birth. 5Or, seemeth to be 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








ing far more than the object of the hate. No doubt 
many of us can put our finger on instances where men 
or women’s faces, on which once shone the joy of 
the Lord, are changed into sullenness and ugliness by 
long yielding to this malignity. It is a wrecker of 
the spiritual life. Do off in a single act the evil dis- 
position of the natural heart, so as to receive in mild- 
ness the implanted Word of truth, the Gospel in its 
fulness, able to save your souls. Says Alford: “It is 
the soul which carries the personality of the man; 
which is between the spirit drawing it upward, and 
the flesh drawing it downward, and is saved or lost, 
passes into life or death, according to the choice be- 
tween these two. And the implanted word, working 
through the spirit, and by the divine Spirit, is a spir- 
itual agency, able to save the soul,—to complete the 
work, and to have done it forever.” 


Verses 22-25.—But be ye doers of the word, and 
not hearers only ... Here is the key to the book — 
“doers.” This verse is the core of the Epistle’s prac- 
ticalness. Swiftness in hearing and receiving the truth 
is useless if it is not put into practise. Beholding his 
natural face. Alford says the force of verse 23 is 
that if any one is a hearer, and a not-doer, he is like 
a man who contemplates his natural face and goes 
away and forgets what sort of man he is. So the 
hearer of the Word may perceive his moral visage in 
God’s Word and then let the mind go elsewhere and 
the interest of the thing heard pass away. - “The con- 
templating answers to the hearing of the Word; the 
going away to the relaxing the attention after hear- 
ing... forgetfulness in both cases follows.” But the 
man who stoops and looks into the perfect law of lib- 
erty lives a life of obedience blessed indeed. The per- 
fect law of liberty is not the Gospel as against the 
law, “but the rule of life as revealed in the Gospel, 
which is perfect and perfecting.” Are we really liv- 
ing up to the implanted Word, the Word of truth, or 
are we deceiving ourselves? 


_ Verse 26.—If any man thinketh himself to be re- 
ligious, while he bridleth not his tongue ... The theme 
of the writer is still what he stated in verse 19,— 
swiftness to hear and slowness to speak. He now 
comes to the last thought for further treatment. If 
any man imagines (seemeth, not to cthers but to him- 
self) that he is religious, “observant of God’s out- 
ward service,” this man is self-deceived, and his re- 
ligion, — “his religious service,’ — is fruitless. 

Verse 27.—Religious service, pure and unpolluted in 
the estimation of him who is our God and Father, is 
this, To visit orphans and widows in their affliction; to 
preserve himself unspotted from the world (Alford’s 
rendering). The meaning lies on the surface here, 
except perhaps to note that in the use of the word 
“world” here and in 4:4, James means the whole 
earthly creation —the world that lieth in the wicked 
one, as a babe in the arms of its mother, whether it 
is regarded as consisting of the men who are drifting 
with its tide, or its allurements in the way of the lust 
of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life. 





By the good gift of regeneration they are lifted to a 
new life, but the temptation of the old life is ever at 
hand. “This keeping,” Alford reminds us, “is indeed 
in the higher sense, God’s work (John 17:15); but 
it is also our work (1 Tim, 5: 22). 


The Homiletical Form 


THE MAN IN Curist TESTED 
1. The purpose of external testings (1: 1-12). 
2 sa temptation not of God but of lust (vs. 
13-21). 
3. The test of obedience (vs, 22-25). 
4. The test of true religion (vs. 26, 27). 


The Topical Values 


_ Real Faith Proven by Works (chap. 2). As 
in chapter 1 we have seen faith tested and supported 
by the Word, in chapter 2 we see faith proven by 
works. God alone can see faith in the heart; men 
are “from Missouri,” in modern slang, and have to be 
“shown” by works,—the outcome of faith. Showing 
respect of persons does not prove faith (2:1-13). It 
is entirely possible to be rigidly orthodox and yet un- 
saved by real faith. The devils have that sort of or- 
thodoxy (v. 19). There is no controversy between 
Paul and James because of the latter’s question, “Can 
faith save him?” (v. 14.) “Faith is our justification 
before God, works are our vindication before men,” 
says Dr. J. W. Weddell, in “Your Study Bible” (The 
Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, $1.25). 


Real Faith Proven by Words (chap. 3). A con- 
trolled tongue is one of the greatest evidences of true 
faith. How James exhausts the metaphors — the tongue 
is a bit, a helm, a fire, a fountain (vs. 3, 4,6, 11). What 
havoc the critical tongue is working to-day! ‘Think 
twice before you speak.” Speaking of the tongue, 
the Rev. Percy G. Parker of England says: “James 
first extolled it, showing that a perfect tongue proved 
a perfect man; then secondly, he exposed it in graphic 
language. We can speak with a tongue set on fire by 
heaven — the tongue of fire (Acts 2:3) or by a tongue 
set on fire by hell —the fiery tongue.” 


_ Unfaith Exposed by Worldliness (chap. 4). _Giv- 
ing way to a contentious spirit (v. 1), hate which is 
incipient murder, and covetousness (v. 2) prevent the 
answer to prayer (vs. 2, 3), and constitute a friendli- 
ness to this world Which is spiritual adultery (v. 4). 
The remedy is to yield to the Spirit— “the Spirit 
who dwelleth in us loveth to jealousy” (v. 5, literal) 
like a husband whose wife is not true. The Spirit is 
grieving because we will not let him give us more of 
that grace which is sufficient (vs. 6-10). We are not 
to judge our brother (v. 11) and are to let God work 
out — life-programs, even to to-morrow’s tasks (vs. 
12-17). 

James and the Sermon on the Mount.—“James’ spe- 
cialty,” Fausset tells us, “was to so preach the Gos- 
pel as not to disparage the Law which the Jews so 
reverenced. As Pau!’s Epistles unfold the doctrines 
flowing from the death and resurrection of our Lord, 
so James’ Epistle unfolds His teaching during His 
life, and is a commentary on the Sermon on the 
Mount. Both represent the Law as fulfilled in love; 
the language corresponds: 1:2 with Matthew 5: 12; 
1:4 with Matthew 5:48; 1:5, 5:15 with Matthew 
7:7-11; 2:13 with Matthew 5:7 and 6:14, 15; 2:10 
with Matthew 5:19; 4:4 with Matthew 6:24; 4:11 
with Matthew 7:1, 2; 5:2 with Matthew 6: 19.” 


The Practical Aim 


James’ theme is the perfect man in Christ as evi- 
denced by results. The finished product is the final 
test of any system. What sort of men and women is 
the Gospel. making of us?» Are we just in the kinder- 
garten of God’s school, playing at our task, or can we 
pass this examination James has put on the blackboard 
for us? Is our hearing of the Word coming in at 
one ear and going out at the other? This is a book to 
chew the cud over in the thought of forthcoming fire- 
test before the Judgment Seat of Christ, where we covet 
a “well done.” How literally are we living up to 
James’ definition of true religion? How about actu- 
ally putting that injunction into effect by going as a 
class to our denominational Orphanage and getting 
practically interested in some of the fatherless and 
motherless bairns there? And then hanging up over 
our bedside, where we can see it at our morning and 
evening prayer, as a Scripture motto, “a Corinthians 
10:3"! 

Final Word 


Draw out from the class how they think James may 
have claimed for himself previous to the Council of 
ee that wisdom which he says we should ask 
o 
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Lesson for August 2 
The Book of James 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they, can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


ELL something about the author of the book from 
which our lesson for this week is taken. 

2. To whom was this letter written? 

3. What is the purpose of the letter? 

4. When did James write his epistle? 

s. What evidence do we find in James’ letter against the 
“ten lost tribes of Israel’? 

6. What distinct echoes of the words of Jesus, his blood 
half-brother, can you find in this letter from James of 
Nazareth to his Hebrew “brothers”? 

y. What word of Scripture tells of Jesus’ care that this 
unconvinced brother should have indisputable evidence of 
his resurrection, the substantiation of all his claims? 

8 Why did Christ, on the Cross, commit his mother to 
John instead of to her own son, James? 

9. Describe in one word the character of this letter. 

10. Does James contradict Paul in his teaching about 
justification by faith? 

11. Why did Luther call this an “epistle of straw’? 

12, Was this designation justified? 

13. Select the portions which justify the designation 
“Practical wisdom for perilous times’ (personal). 

14. Select the verses which you have previously memor- 
ized or which are generally familiar through oft quotation 
(personal). 

15. What fact proves the lasting fitness to Christian liv- 
ing of James’ council? 

' 36. What detail of the Old Testament 
‘James’ letter alone? 

17. What is the perfect law of liberty? 

18 What great doctrine does James emphasize to help 
us in practical living? 

19. How do we know that God’s Word requires nothing 
from us that is unreasonable or impossible? 

20. To be “doers” of God’s Word, we must often refrain 
from doing some things we are tempted to do. Cite the 
Scripture which strengthens to meet temptation. 

21. How does “doing”? God’s Word clear our doubts about 
doctrine? 


is revealed in 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-Presidént and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF ANALYSIS.—Train pupils to 
think the lesson material into its elements. 











_— the lesson is not merely the printed portion 
of text, but the whole Epistle of James, it is 
essential that there should first be acquired some ap- 
preciation of the Epistle in its entirety before dealing 
with the selected portion. As a principle of study, 
even before making use of the principle suggested 
above, the book should be read in its entirety a few 
times in order to get a comprehension of its general 
character. This should be followed by an attempt to 
designate its character in a few words. One has called 
it “The Gospel of Common Sense”; another, “The 
Practise of Faith”; yet another has designated it, “An 
Epistle of Practical Wisdom for Perilous Times.” 
Following then this general impression of the mes- 
sage of the book, the student is ready to analyze it 
and to place in its proper setting the selected portion 
and to give it such special study as the time limits 
permit. 

_An the analysis of any book, of course, one very 
simple method is to base it upon the chapter divi- 
sions and make a chapter summary. Very often, 
however, this is not adequate because the thought 
units stretch across the chapter divisions, or there 
may be co-ordinate divisions within some of the 
chapters and not in others. “The Pulpit Commentary” 
suggests a division a bit more involved than the ordi- 
nary, and crossing the chapter divisions; it is here- 
with indicated, but it probably has little advantage 
over the simpler one which divides the first three 
chapters, each into two co-ordinate parts, the. fourth 
into three, and the fifth into five.- Let the class desig- 
nate headings for such divisions. “The Pulpit Com- 
mentary” division is thus: Chapter 1:1; Chapter 1: 
2-27; Chapter 2 to 4:12; Chapter 4:13 to 5:6; 
Chapter 5:7 to end. Section three of this analysis is 
made up of warnings of various sorts, and section 
four of special denunciations, An outstanding thought 


.times called. 
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in the mind of the writer is evidently to exhort the 
brethren to patience under trial which is stressed. both 
at the beginning and toward the close of the Epistle. 
Huntinopon, Pa, 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Hot Air!’—So the tongue also is a little member, 
and boasteth great things (3:5). We live in an age 
of talkk—‘“hot air,” as the ribald one says. Our 
church had so many applications from those who 
wanted to come and talk to us (with and without a 
collection) that the officials had to close the pulpit 
to the outside talkers. At a college dinner the other 
day an ex-president of the college was asked to give 
a few words of greeting, and he talked for half an 
hour. If we say, “Let us have a few short prayers,” 
there is generally some good breti.cr to take the time 
to tell God all the news and the opinion that is held 
of Him by the man who prays. Oh, these wild un- 
bridled tongues of ours! The bucking broncho is -not 
in it with a bucking tongue. As for “boasting” — 
don’t say a word! It is a trite saying here in Coates- 
ville that more and better steel is made in the cigar 
stores and at the fire houses than down in the mills. 
The old Book has something to say about doing things 
with the mouth (Isa. 11:4; 29:13). The country is 
full of mouth-doers in both shop and office—as for 
the halls of legislation — what! 
applies for a job and says, “I hear you are in need of 
an all-around machinist; when can I come on?” we 
feel pretty sure we have secured a real hand. But 
when a fellow comes and tells us all the wonderful 
things he has done and can do, we know if we hire 
him we will draw a “lemon.” The fellow who really 
knows more is convinced he knows “nawthin’.” He 
is apt to just say little and saw wood. These are they 
who get the best pay and climb the ladder. The 
boaster never gets far, and, like all other balloons, is 
liable to blow up with a pop any minute, I like this 
“harness” quotation pretty well in this connection — 
See 1 Kings 20: 11. 


That Unruly Member.—But the tongue can no man 
tame, ... it is full of deadly poison (3:8). We all 
know people who would give all the world could they 
have been born dumb. We venture to say that as 
many are being hurt and done to death by the tame- 
less tongue as by the wild automobile—and that is 
saying a lot. The only difference is the death by 
tongue is not quite so rapid as the death by motor. 
Words can stab to the quick, and the victim dies by 
slow poison, none the less deadly because of its slow- 
ness. More men and women have been “killed” in this 
way to the place from whence they drew their living 
than from bad workmanship, bad habits, or any other 
cause. Every now and then we hear of some acquaint- 
ance who has “talked herself out of a job,” —and 
quite often it is a he. “Shoot-mouths,” they are some- 
“Flannel-mouths,” the Coatesville mill 
men name them. As one fellow said one day, in a 
steel-works’ hyperbole, “So much mouth, he can whis- 
per in his own ear.” All of which is to say that both 
Heaven and our fellow citizens hold the untamed 
mouth in supreme contempt, not to speak of deadly 
fear. If no man can tame the tongue, there is One 
who can and does. And he does not have to crack 
the. whip or hand out a lump of sugar (Psa. 141: 3; 
Isa. 6: 6-8). 


Side by Side.—Neither can salt water yield sweet 
(3:12). Oh, yes it can, James, but not of itself. But 
when a Moses or an Elijah or some other servant of 
God comes along and gives it the proper treatment, it 
is no trouble to get sweet water out of salt. Man has 
profited by God’s laws of evaporation. Just convert 
the salt water into steam and condense the steam. 
Steamships used to and perhaps still carry a special 
apparatus for turning the salt-water of the sea into 
sweet water for the stomach. Science and mechanics 
can do this easily. But, around at the ice plant when 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 5.—The Beginning of Foreign. Missions 
Acts 12: 2§ to 13:12 
2. July 12—The Gospel in Antioch of Pisidia. Acts 13 : 13-52 
3. July 19.—The Gospel in Lystra ............. Acts 14: 1-28 
4. July 26.—The Council at Jerusalem ........ Acts 15: 1-35 
5. August 2.—The Epistle of James ...The Book of James 
6. August 9.—Beginning the Second Missionary Tour 
Acts 19:36 to 16:3 
7. August 16—Temperance Lesson ..... Galatians 5 : 13-24 
8. August 23.—The Macedonian Call .......... Acts 16: 6-15 
9. August 30.—Paul and the Philippian Jailer.Acts 16 : 16-40 
10. September 6.—Paul Writes to the Philippians 
Philippians 1 to 4 
11. September 13.—Paul in Thessalonica and Beroa 
Acts 17: 1-12 
12, September 20.—Paul Writes to the Thessalonians 
1 Thessalonians 1 to 5 
13. September 27.—Review 


When a mechanic. 
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they want water from which to make ice they do not 
go to the brine tank; they distil it from the sweet 
water that drops down from above and soaks the old 
Brandywine watershed. This is what James had in 
mind, or rather, its Palestine equivalent. While we 
Americans think in terms of our noble and multitudin- 
ous lakes that bedeck our land like jewels, from the 
pearls of the Canadian border to the Okeechobee sap- 
phire of Florida, James thought in terms of Galilee 
and the Dead Sea. Our lakes are the sweetest waters 
in all the world. “Ask the man who sails one,” as 
Old Twin Six would say; but James was thinking of 
the Dead Sea sweltering under a tropical sun with 
waters as bitter as its name and history, Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and where the looking-back-woman was 
turned to salt. Here in Miami, Uncle Billy Witham 
has just shown me a beautiful $1,000,000 residence of 
a Pittsburgh steel man. It is for sale. In front of 
the superb Byzantine-Spanish house is a great pool of 
sweet water. The pool is all beautiful tiling and sur- 
rounded by lovely palms and brilliant flowers. Just 
beyond this exquisite pool of sweet water, lying in 
most gorgeous colors is the great salt ocean. No, that 
millionaire did not get his sweet water by any dis- 
tillation from the sea. That sweet water came from 
the mountains of God, far, far away from the swamp 
muck and sand-bars of the lowlands. Do you get the 
idea? Here are some lines I found carved on the 
front of this palatial mansion: 

The kiss of the sun for pardon, 

The song of the birds for mirth, 
Man is nearer God in a garden, 
Than anywhere else on earth, 
(Matt. 6: 24.) 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
4 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
—_ and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list a lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 

For the lesson of December 20, illustrations 
are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 
not on Paul. 


Fortunate Stuttering.— Swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath (v. 19). 
“I’m glad I stutter,” said Bill Bust, 
“I am a lucky geek; 
Old Nature’s fixed me so I must 
Think twice before I speak.” 


—From the Milwaukee Sentinel. Sent by Mary E. 


Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


When Flowing Too Freely.—Slow to speak (v. 19). 
“When this pen flows too freely,” run the instruc- 
tions given with a fountain-pen, “it is a sign that it is 
nearly empty, and should be filled.” he caution 
would seem to apply also to human beings. Gossip, 
slander, idle chatter, all testify to the emptiness of 
the mind, and are a damaging sign.—From Forward. 
Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


What This Familiarity Breeds.—And receive with 
meckness the engrafted word (v. 21). The proverb 
says that “Familiarity breeds contempt.” But I say 
out of my personal experience that “Familiarity with 
the Bible breeds content.”—Sent by the Rev. Gurn 
Manickam, .Dharapuram, Coniebator Dist., S. India. 
Prize illustration, 


Waiting for an Easy Conscience.—Be ye doers of 
the word, and not_hearers only \Golden Text). A 
lady visiting in the South came upon a negro, stretched 
full length under a tree. “Taking a little rest, Uncle?” 
she asked pleasantly. “Not perzactly, Miss,” he an- 
swered, with a solemn face. “I don’ call it rest jus’ 
yet. I’s waiting fo’ de sun to go down, so’s I can 
quit wuk wiv a easy conscience.” We have known 
some Christians who have been as careful to explain the 
reason for their laziness in relation to the Lord’s 
work.—From the Alliance Weekly. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


Idols in America.—Not a doer (v. 23). The Sun- 
day-school lesson had been about the second com- 
mandment. The teacher questioned, “Are there any 
idols in America?” “Yes,” replied the small boy, 
“me father is idle, and me uncle, too.”—Source un- 
i Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, London, 

ng. 

The Unruly Member.—And bridleth not his tongue 
(v.26). Patient (in dentist’s chair): “Why does the 
cavity left an extracted tooth seem so large when 
the tongue is thrust into it?” Dentist: “Oh, just. 


natural tendency of the tongue to exaggerate, I sup- 
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pose.”—F rom Kind Words. Sent by G. E. 
Walden, McLeansboro, Ill. 


Safe Oil.—Pure religion and wndefiled 
before our God (v. 27). The Rev. Y. 
Reidd Howatt, describing a visit to a 
lighthouse on the high point of a wild 
and rocky coast, said, “I wanted to know 
about the oil that made the lamps burn 
so brightly. It was paraffin oil, the light- 
house keeper told me, and he showed me 
about.a cupful. He struck a match, and 
was bringing it near the oil when I grip- 
ped his hand. ‘Take care,’ I said, ‘if that 
oil explodes there is enough to kill us 
all.’ ‘There would be,’ he said, ‘if this 
were like most paraffin oil, but you won’t 
find any danger about this.’ Then he took 
the lighted match and put it into the oil! 
And the oil put out the match as if it 
had been water, and didn’t take fire itself. 
Then I learned that this was pure paraf- 
fin; and when paraffin is pure, quite 
pure, it gives the brightest light when it 
is used in the proper way for the lamp, 
but won't explode and do harm as com- 
mon paraffin when a light comes near it.” 
So the heart that is impure catches fire at 
every temptation, but the clean heart and 
right spirit which God gives to all who 
really seek them enable us to overcome 
temptation and make our lives “as the 
dawning light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day.”—From the 
Sunday Magazine. Sent by Mary E. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


The Patience of God.—Behold, the 
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit 
of the earth, being patient over it (Jas. 
5:7). The Mohammedans carry about 
with them a rosary and on that rosary 
they count the ninety-nine beautiful 
names of Allah, and not without reason 
do they consider that the last bead of 
the rosary is called “Ya Sabour, O thou 
Patient One.” If the Mohammedan, in 
his blindness, has discovered that, per- 
haps, the climax of all God’s attributes as 
revealed in human history is God's pa- 
tience, much more we, upon whom the 
needs of the world have come and the 
knowledge of the Triune God, should 
stand amazed and humbled before the 
revelation we have in God’s Book of the 
patience of God the Father, the patience 
of Jesus Christ, the patience of the Holy 
Spirit—From “The Patience of God in 
Moslem Evangelization.” By Dr. S. M. 
Zwemer. Sent by Miss J. B. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 

1% 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


es’ we should be a kind of first- 
fruits of his creatures (v. 18). 
Christ is the firstfruit. The word tina, 
“a certain sort” of firstfruits, has regard 
to this exception, 

Notice in verse 25 the repetition of 
houtos and the reinforcement and em- 
phasis which this repetition gives. “But 
whoso looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continueth therein, he [this 
one], (houtos) being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man 
[this one, I say], (Aoutos) shall be blessed 
in his deed.” 

What is the perfect law of liberty? 
The law of bondage we know well enough. 
Galatians is full of it. It is the burden 
and bondage of the law of Sinai. What 
is it that has replaced it and made us 
free men in Christ Jesus? 

The resurrection which has brought the 
power of an endless life. It is significant, 
therefore, that James should use the word 
for “looketh into,” parakupsas, which is 
used in Luke 24:12 and John 20:5, and 
nowhere else in the Scripture (save 1 Pet. 
1:12, where the apostle is apparently re- 
ferring to his experience at the tomb). 
And stooping down and looking into the 
perfect law of liberty embodied in the 
resurrection of the Lord you will be 
blessed in your doing, potesei. But by the 
works of the law is no man justified. A 
mere glance at the empty tomb will effect 
more than all our toilsome attempts at 
good works and character-building and 
making merit. 

Pure religion and undefiled (v. 27). 
The word “religion” is threskia, ritual. 
The temple services no longer count. 
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They have been superseded by the re- 
ligion of love manifesting itself in mercy 
to the needy. The word to visit the 
fatherless and widows, episkeptesthai, is 
susceptible of stronger translation. We 
may well say “have an oversight over” 
the fatherless and widows. This would 
not imply an occasional visit ~ but bear- 
ing them in our hearts all the time. It 
is the word Peter uses, “Feed the flock 
of God ... taking the oversight thereof” 
(1 Pet. 5:2). The shepherd stays by his 
charge. 
New Hampton, N. H. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thy teaching did not 
rest with hearing, but has ever been turned 
into doing by thy faithful servants. Wilt 
thou not only open wide the truth to us 
that we may know thy will, aad thyself, but 
wilt thou also give us the power to do that 
which is set before us im thy Word. May 
we remember that hearing is not doing, and 
may we be something more than mere recep- 
tacles of truth. But, Lord, we pray thee 
that we may not be doers of untruth through 
loose or careless hearing and thoughtless 
and prayerless doing. May we so live that 
others shall know through our lives that 
thou hast done for us and in us what thou 
dost seek to do in every life to meet our 
deep and far-reaching human needs. We 
ask this in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One day two busi- 
ness men were consulting about the abil- 
ity of a third man. “Is he doing well in 
his new position?” asked one of them. 
“I think so,” said the other. “He seems 
to be getting an understanding of it, and 
is trying hard to do well.” The other 
nodded, and then with a little smile he 
asked, “But does he knock the persim- 
mons?” Well, that was a fair question. 
Anybody can throw a stick up into a 
persimmon tree to get the puckery fruit, 
but it isn’t everybody who brings down 
the fruit. We may know a great deal in 
this world without showing it in any re- 
sults that we get. Now let’s not get a 
wrong meaning out of James’ letter. He 
isn’t saying that it doesn’t matter what 
we believe. Quite the contrary. You 
cannot read his letter very much with- 
out seeing just what the Spirit és saying 
through James about faith, about belief ; 
but it is one thing to hear the truth, and 
another thing to do what we hear. You 





have been hearing God’s Word to-day, 
but now the question is: Are you going 
to do it? What about that swiftness and 
slowness in the nineteenth verse? Are 
you going to be swift to hear, and slow 
to speak and slow to wrath, or are you 
going to get it just turned around some- 





HEAR (An@ WORD 
DO (;0D'S A: 











time to-day when any little thimg goes 
wrong? Let’s say that Golden Text 
over together, and then our pastor will 
lead us in prayer that we may really do 
the will of God. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Tell me the story of Jesus.” 
“Sunlight in my soul to-day.” 
“Tell it again.” 

“Christ receiveth sinful men.” 
“I would be like Jesus.” 
“Bring them in.” 

“You may have the joybells.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“God Loveth the Righteous” (224:1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 112 : 1-10. 
“For Noble Duty” (179: 1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 90:1, 2, 16, 17. 
“Who Shall Be Thy Guest?” (23: 1-4). 
Psalm 15 : 1-5. 
“In His Service” (309: 1, 3). 
Psalm 149: 1, 2, 5. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


E MAY make this lesson fit into 
the story, by telling the class that 
James was one of the twelve disciplos. 
He was an elder of the church at Jeru- 
salem, and presided over the council that 
we studied about last week. He was not 
an evangelist, like Peter and Paul; and 
never left Jerusalem. But after many 
of the believers were driven away by 
persecution, he wrote these scattered be- 
lievers a letter, and our lesson for this 
week is a part of that letter. 
Before trying to teach the lesson, let 
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us read the whole letter and try to get 
its real meaning. Let us try to make 
it very clear to the children that the let- 
ter was written to Jewish believers. We 
may point out to them that James was 
not telling unsaved people how to be 
saved, but, on the other hand, was show- 
ing Christian people how to live. 

Sometimes we talk too much —'talk 
without thinking, so he tells us to listen 
more and talk less. If we do this, we 
shall not be so apt to become angry and 
say unkind, hurtful things. 

He writes some wonderful things about 
God’s Word, but tells us that it is not 
enough for us to read it, or hear it, or 
even memorize it. We must let God 
plant it in our hearts, then his command- 
ments become to us “the perfect law of 
liberty.” For if we really love God's 
commands, we shall want to do them. 

Now he writes again about the trouble 
our tongues give us. I believe right here, 
it will be well for us to learn a little 
prayer that was written years before 
James wrote about the tongue. “Set a 
watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep 
the door of my lips.” 

After these warnings, James giyes us a 
picture of a really beautiful life. He 
had seen how the Lord Jesus lived, and 
had heard him say, “Love one another.” 
So he would have us do the things that 
are really worth doing. ' 

We are glad James remembered his 
“scattered” friends, and that his safe, 
sweet counsel has been given us to help 
us avoid the things that hinder and hurt. 

Each little deed of kindness, 
That we may strive to do, 

Is spelling love for others, 
And love for Jesus, too. 

I hope, if holy angels 
Look on us from above, 

In bright and shining letters, 
They’ll find us spelling love. 

Cuiinton, S. C. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Mirrors and doers. 

Discussion: Bring out the definitely 
promised results of the practise of God’s 
Word; as, for instance, in Matthew 7: 
24-27; James 2: 14-26. 

Objective: Growing strong by exer- 
cise. 


AY, fellows, did you know that a mir- 

ror is a very deceptive thing? It is. 
It tells you your right ear is your left 
and your left eye is your right. A mirroc 
reverses everything. It is fickle, too, like 
a flirt; it tells you it carries your face and 
form in its heart; yet you are instantly 
replaced by the next fellow who comes 
before it. Indeed, you are completely 
forgotten by the mirror as soon as you 
are out of sight; and the next fellow 
promptly gets your place. 

This may sound fanciful, but it will 
help us to get a grasp of what James 
is talking about, liere in the first chapter 
of his epistle, when he says that a fel- 
low who hears the Word and does not 
do it is like one who sees himself in a 
mirror, then loses the vision as soon as 
he is gone away from it. 

This sobering thought has come to us 
in the nick of time. Some of us are not 
getting God’s Word into our lives any 
more than the mirror retains our like- 
nesses, after we come away from it. 
What’s the matter? Let God, through 
James, tell us. It is because we do not 
put into practise the things God tells 
us in his Word to believe and do. “Be 
i doers of the word, and not hearers 
only. 

A fellow would never learn to play 
the violin simply by listening to one per- 
form—even if it were Fritz Kreisler 
performing; nor could he become an ex- 
pert batsman by watching Babe Ruth. 
He must take the violin bow in his hand 
and practise hours each day; and he 
must swing a bat both in practise and 
in the game. This is only common sense 
—and it is just as necessary in dealing 
with God’s Word. It is important. Yes, 
it is vital, to read the Bible; it is im- 
portant to go to church ard hear preach- 
ing; but unless we put into practise what 
we read and hear, we will not develop 
as Christians. Listen to James again: 
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Lesson for August Z 
The Book of James 


“Be patient.” Now, next time you are 
blocked in your plans, throttle down and 
‘control yourself. Look at Romans 5: 


3-5 for the fruits of patience : also see 
James I: 34 “Slow to anger” — “Slow 
to speak.” Just experiment with these 


things and see how they work out. And 
you will say, “Well, God’s Word is 
wonderful; it was specially~prepared for 
the operation of this life of mine, by the 
same One who created me and knows 
best what I need to make my life worth 
- living.” 


Greenssporo, N. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
-1, One of the documents in the case. 











2. The evidences of faith in deeds. 
, you got your girls interested, last 

Sunday, in the old letter framed by 
James to the new Gentile converts, they 
will be ready to respond at once to this 
longer letter from the same “pen.” (Per- 
haps a-bit of discussion as to the instru- 
ments of writing at that time will be 
worth while, in introducing this ancient 
document.) If you are teaching high 
school or. college girls they know how 
“much value is given to the original docu- 
ments, or “sources” of historical informa- 
tion, in the study of past times and peo- 
ple. Here is one of those original “docu- 
ments in the case” of the faith and prac- 
tise of the earliest Christians. What 
does it reveal of them—their manner of 
life and thought? What was their Chris- 
tianity like? What was Christianity to 
them ? 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





The Lpistle of James 


ki- f 


JAMES 1:19 @ 





= rve —_——~ 
v 23 
Vv % 
Ea 
v 26, 





A 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


2. Even young girls must find certain 
outstanding characteristics of the “pure 
religion and undefiled” of which James, 
the brother of our Lord Jesus, wrote to 
the twelve tribes of his race, dispersed 
over the whole known world by this time. 
Unless they have been, prejudiced by hav- 
ing heard the old misinterpretation of 
this letter — that James declares salvation 
by works — they cannot miss his empha- 
sis upon such a vital faith that it gives 
constant evidence of itself in works, that 
faith claimed without such evidences must 
be but a dead thing and no faith at all. 

But you will help them most by helping 
them to find those outward “works” of 
the living inner faith which this practical 
Christian stressed so earnestly. Are they 
not these: (1) Loving service to the 
needy, (2) guarding the tongue, (3) 
prayer, and (4) keeping oneself unspotted 
from the world? There are other things 
enjoined here, but are they not phases 
of some one of these four? And what 
four things could our girls of to-day 
need more in their daily Christian living ? 
You might profitably spend your whole 
class-time on numbers two and four. 

It has always been true that girls — 
most of all members of the human fam- 
ily — find the tongue an unruly member 
indeed, kindling great matters from a lit- 
tle fire. Exact truthfulness, genuine kind- 
ness, unsoiled purity in all their speech — 
such evidences of the Christian faith 
from the lips of your girls will be power- 
ful witnesses to the keeping-power of 
their Saviour, for girls are peculiarly 
tempted in each one of these ways hourly 
—as they know very well. Perhaps they 
would be helped by forming a little 
“tongue-bridling club” among themselves 
to help one another watch against care- 
less, unkind, impure speech. Such watch- 
fulness will go far toward keeping them 
unspotted from the world, and will cer- 
tainly call for much fervent prayer, and 
so will include three of the four points 
in James’ practical religion. 

Home Study 

Memorize James’ words about the con- 
trol of the tongue (3:1-12). Measure 
your own tongue by them, 

Decatur, GA, 





Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of July 26) 


x1. Antioch (Syria), Phoenicia, Samaria, 
Syria, and Cilicia, Pamphylia and Cyprus, 
besides Jerusalem and Judea. The very first 
verses of the next chapter mention Lystra, 
Iconium, Galatia. 


2. Because Christ and all the apostles had 
been Jews keeping the law of Moses. 


3. Paul and Barnabas were sent to Jerusa- 
lem that they might tell of the conversion 
of the Gentiles, and that they might get the 
advice of the elders of the Church about 
teaching them how to live the Christian life. 


4. Judas and Silas went back to Antioch 
with Paul and Barnabas. Perhaps we would 
call them great Bible teachers to-day. They 
were called prophets then, 


5. Peter spoke first because he had been 
chosen to open the door of the Kingdom to 
the Gentiles. 


6. Peter’s experience in the conversion of 
Cornelius and Saul’s conversion and mission 
had previously occurred, 

7. This is the old Hebrew form of Peter’s 
other name, Simon, of which Weymouth says, 
“It was no doubt Peter’s original Hebrew 
name, for which his parents, or he himself, 
chose to substitute at a later time the Latin 
Simo (n) —a word of like form though totally 
different in derivation and meaning.” See 2 
Peter 1:1, marginal reading in American 
Standard Version. 

8 It was Peter to whom God sent the 
vision (the sheet full of “clean” and “un- 
clean” animals) which led him to take the 
Gospel to a Gentile, Cornélius, and his house- 
hold, and it was Peter who spoke the decid- 
ing word in this Council in Jerusalem which 
brought them to the decision not to require 
circumcision of the Gentile converts. 

9. The form of answer which said, 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit and us.” 

10. It did not forbid it, but it pointed out 
that it was not an essentia' to salvation. 

11. It concerned the conditions of Salvation 
which reach to every place and for all time. 


12. To all—see Acts 16:4, with its preced- 


“Tt 


ing context. 


13. Acts 16:5 answers that question ex- 
plicitly, together with Acts 15 : 31. 


14. Prayer (for more light and for guidance 
in dealing with him). 


15. Galatians 6 : 1-6, 
16. Genesis 13 : 5-9. 








Lesson 18. August 2. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Man : His Creation. 


Golden Text.—For a man indeed ought not to have his head veiled, forasmuch as he is 
the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man.—1 Cor. 11:7 


Gen. 1: 26-31; 2:7, 18-25 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of “‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Great Doctrines of the Bible, 
running from April 5 to December 27, 1925, 
and giving lesson titles and Scripture ref- 
erences only, may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 20 cents a dozen copies, 
$l1a hundred, or 2 cents each. 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 
. Aug. 9.—Man: His Fall 
Genesis 3 : 1-24; owen g: 
Golden Text: Romans 5: 
Aug. 16.—Satan: His Secmiiey and 
SOWSE ci ccceSecstsctctegess Matthew 4:1- 
Golden Text: Revelation 12:9 
Aug. 23.—Satan: His Work and Des- 
tiny, Ephesians 6 : 10-20; Revelation 20 : 1- 
Golden Text: Matthew 25 : 41 


4 
How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


ISCOVERING himself in the midst 

of a wonderful universe and being 
the highest order of its visible creatures, 
it is natural that man should seek to un- 
derstand his own origin as well as the 
origin of all existing things; yet man, 
unaided, can discover nothing as to his 
origin. It is therefore reasonable to ex- 
pect that God would reveal these facts to 
man. This he has done in the Bible. 
However, since God is revealed and be- 
comes real only to those who are saved 


12-14 


20. 


2!. 
Io 





through Christ (Matt, 11: 27-29), men 





who are not saved and to whom God is 
not real have turned from the Scripture 
records of the origin of all things, and 
have sought to account for existing things 
on the basis of supposed laws.of evolu- 
tion. According to these human theories, 
there was originally a primordial cell from 
which has evolved every existing form of 
life, whether it be a whale or humming- 
bird, elephant or mosquito, man or tadpole, 
Over against these theories are the clear 
teachings of the Scriptures, wherein it is 
not only directly stated (Gen. 1:1 to 2: 
25; Col. 1:16; Heb. 11:3), but it is 
everywhere implied that. every living 
thing was created by the immediate power 
and will of God. 

As to their- theories concerning the 
origin of things, men are thus divided 
into two general classes. It is not a di- 
vision between learned and _ unlearned 
men, or between good and bad men; but 
it is a division between men to whom God 
is sufficiently real and those to whom he 
is not sufficiently real to be accepted as 
the Creator of all things. There is an 
unalterable law which accounts for the 
Capacity or incapacity of man to grasp 
the things of God (1 Cor. 2: 12, 14; John 
3:3). “By faith we understand” (Heb. 
11:3); but the man without faith does 
not understand, nor can he ever under- 
stand until he is saved in Christ. And 
since the unregenerate cannot understand, 
God has commissioned the Gospel to be 
preached to them rather than a ministry 
of useless controversy. 

According tothe testimony of the 
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Scriptures (which testimony every Chris- 
tian will receive, since he is indwelt by 
the same Spirit who wrote the Scrip- 
tures — 1 Cor, 2:12), man, in his present 
human form, was created by God as the 
conclusion and consummation of all cre- 
ation. Of man it is said that he was made 
in the image and likeness of God (Gen. 
1:26), and that God breathed into him 
the breath of life (Gen. 2:7), These 
distinctions classify man above all other 
forms of life which are upon the earth. 

Speaking generally, man’s creation in- 
cluded that which was material — “the 
dust” (symbolizing the use of elements 
appropriate to the forming of a material 
body), and immaterial — “the breath of 
life.’ This general twofold distinction 
is elsewhere indicated as the “outward 
man” and the “inward man” (2 Cor. 4: 
16); * ‘the earthen vessel” and “this trea- 
sure” (2 Cor. 4:7). Likewise, contem- 
plating the soul or spirit as representing 
that which is immaterial in man, we read 
that the dust returns to the earth as it 
was, and the spirit unto God who gave it 
(Eccles. 12:7); and there are those who 
are able to kill the body who are not 
able to kill the soul (Matt. 10:28). It 
was when God breathed the breath of life 
into the material body that man became a 
‘living soul” (Gen. 2:7; note, also, 2 
Got, §:°'8s 3 Jonn 1:2). 


1. When considering the immaterial 
part of man, it should be observed that 
the Scriptures, while sometimes using the 
terms interchangeably (Gen. 41:8 with 
Psa. 42:6; John 12:27 with 13:21; 
Matt. 20:28 with 27:50; Heb. 12:23 
with Rev. 6:9), even applying these terms 
hs God on the one hand (Isa. 42:1; Jer, 

:9; Heb. 10: 38), and to the brute cre- 
sion on the other hand (Eccles. 3:21; 
Rev. 16:3), do distinguish between the 
spirit and the soul of man (1 Thess. 5: 
23; Heb. 4:12). Though the highest 
functions of the immaterial part of man 
are sometimes attributed to the spirit and 
sometimes to the soul (Mark 8: 36, 37; 
12:30; Luke 1:46; Heb. 6:18:19; Jas, 
1:21), the spirit is usually mentioned in 
the Scriptures as that part of man which 
is capable of contemplating God, and the 
soul as that part of man which is related 
to self and the various functions of the 
intellect, sensibilities and will. 

There are three main theories as to the 
origin of the soul and spirit: 


(1) The Pre-existence theory, which 
contends that the soul and spirit of man 
has existed eternally, and is only incar- 
nated in the body at the beginning of the 
human existence. This doctrine is not 
held by evangelical bodies. 

(2) The Creation theory, which con- 
tends that the soul and spirit of man is 
directly and individually created by God 
at the beginning of human existence. 
This theory, though held by some evan- 
gelicat Christians, fails, since by it the 
body alone is supposed to be propagated, 
and therefore is solely responsible for the 
continuance of the effect of the Fall. 


(3) The Traducian theory, which con- 
tends that the soul and spirit, like the 
body, were potentially created in Adam, 
and are alike propagated by the natural 
laws of generation. This theory is Bib- 
lical.. God is said .o have breathed only 
once into man the breath of life, and after 
this he ceased creation (Gen. 2:22). 
Thus, and only thus, the fall of man, 
which so evidently affects the soul and 
spirit, is transmitted from generation to 
generation. 


2. When considering the Scripture 
teaching regarding the material part of 
man, we note certain facts: 


(1) The terms “the body” and “the 
flesh” are not synonymous. The body is 
only the house of the soul, while the flesh 
(when that term is used in its ethical 
sense) includes spirit, soul, and body — or 
all that composes the unregenerate man. 

(2) The body of the saved one is es- 
pecially considered (2 Cor. 526, 8; 12:2, 
3 Jas. 2:26). It is a “temple” (1 Cor. 

2193 John 2: 21; Phil. 1: 20), an “earthen 
vessel” (2 Cor. 4:7), a body of limita- 
tions (Phil. 3: ak to be mortified (Rom. 
8:13; Col. 3:5), it was buffeted by Paul 
(1 Cor. 9: 27), and it is to be changed at 
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the return of Christ (1 Cor. 15: 51-53). 
The body, as well as the soul or spirit, 1s 
to be sanctified, saved, redeemed, and 
finally glorified forever (Luke 24: 39; 
Rom, 8:13; 1 Cor. 6 : 13-20; Phil. 3: 20, 
21). This mortal shall put on immortal- 
ity, and this corruptible shall put on in- 
corruption. 

(3) Mention is also made of Christ's 
physical body, which was “broken” for us, 
and his spiritual body, which is the 
Church, 


Da.uas, TEX. 





Reading Suggestions 
for Next Week’s Lesson 





Satan. By Lewis Sperry Chafer. An expo- 
sition of Satan’s origin, sin, purpose, method, 
and end, and his connection with modern 
cults and modern social reform. “Satan's 
ambition was not to become a fiend, but to 
become ‘like’ the Most High. The Satanic 
ideal of this age is an improved social order 

. . and his message, reformation and self- 
development —all, of course, without the 





atoning work of Christ.” $1. i 

What Is the Gospel? By Charles Gallayeooi 
Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday, ny Men 
Times. It gives God’s -Waved, What Is Sal- 


Are Lost, How Men_¢“Hope, The Victorious 
vation, The, leq 


a ,  *, 49 cents; paper, 50 cents. These 
Life..,Gnay be had from The Sunday School 


bfimes Company, Philadelphia. 
4 
For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


a pte you ever looked up into your 
mother’s face to ask this question, 
“Mother, who made me?” Mother re- 
plied, “God made you.” Then you asked, 
“How did God make me, mother ?” 

. The Bible is the only Book that tells 
us who made man, and what he was made 
of. God wrote the Bible, and in the very 
first chapter of the first book of the Bible 
he tells of the beginning of all things. 

The earth was without form and all in 
darkness. God saw that the earth was not 
ready for man, so he spent six days 
making the earth a perfectly beautiful 
home for man. 

All God had to do was to speak, say- 
ing, “Let there be light: and there was 
light.” Notice that God spoke ten times 
in the creation. 

Drill class on the work of each day, 
and let them name vegetables, fruits, fish, 
fowls, and animals. 

What a wonderful God we have, to 
make this earth in six days! But it was 
net hard for God, for nothing is too hard 
for him. 

“In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.” This is an an- 
swer to every question that can ever be 
asked. 

When God was doing all his creating 
work he was thinking of man. His ten- 
der heart loved man before he was cre- 
ated. At the close of the sixth day God 
made man. Let us read the Word of God 
(Gen, 15 96; 273-2: 2). 

Of what was man made? “The dust of 
the ground.” 

Who formed man? “God.” 

What did he look like? “In the image 
of God.” Did any one ever say to you, 
“You are the very image of your mother”? 
Did they mean that you look just like 
your mother? ; 

Then what did God do? “Breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
man became a living soul.” 

Man was different from all the other 
creations. None of the animals was 
made like God. None of the animals 
was given a soul. Only man was made 
like God. Let us see the difference. Man 
can talk to God in prayer. Man can 
read God’s Word. Man can obey God or 
disobey God. Man can live with God for- 
ever and forever. 

God named the first man Adam, and he 
placed him in a lovely garden,— the Gar- 
den of Eden. It was so lonely for Adam 
with only the animals for company, and 


not a living soul like himself, that God | 
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and worship for man forever. Do you 
know that we have a Sunday each week, 
because God set apart this day when he 
finished the work of creation? God said 
to Moses, “Remember the Sabbath day, 
to keep it holy.” 

Let us worship God to-day as our Cre- 
ator and Lord. Every good gift we re- 
ceive is from him. He that made us in 
his own image has power to keep us day 
by day. 

Memory Verses 

Genesis 1: 1; 2:7. 

Fort WorrtH, TEX. 





Children at Home 














h Broth Rani Dy ’s 
au ~nanged Her Mind 


By. Frances Margaret Fox 


R= day in the long ago a little boy 
named Tommy was ready to start 
on a long drive to the village with his 
father. They were going in the big lum- 
ber-wagon through the. thick woods, for 
this was in the days when the land was 
new. 

Tommy livedin a log-cabin on a wil- 
derness farm with his father, mother, and 
baby sisters. That morning when brother 
Tommy waved his hand and said “Good- 
bye,” his mother called after him. 

“You must both come home hungry for 
a good dinner. We shall have a fresh 
blackberry-pie !” 

After the lumber-wagon had gone rat- 
tling down the road Tommy’s mother 
washed the breakfast dishes, swept the 
cabin floor, and talked and laughed with 
her babies. One of the babies was only 
ten months old. The other was almost 
three years old; she could talk. 

Soon as her morning work was done 
the mother took a shining tin pail and 
away she went with the babies to the 
blackberry patch to pick the‘berries for 
her blackberry-pie. She carried the 
smaller baby in her arms, but the three- 
year-old little girl had to walk. 

It was a_ beautiful morning and 
Tommy’s mother and little sisters were 
happy as the singing birds while they 
walked slowly along the trail. By 
the time they reached the blackberry 
patch the big little sister was so tired she 
was glad to sit still for a little while. 
The mother found a pretty spot under 
a big tree, and there she left her precious 
babies leaning. agaiast the wide trunk of 
the tree. She told the big baby to keep 
the flies off the little baby and watch her 
mother while she picked a pail full of 
berries for a blackberry-pie. 

The big baby sister was not a bit lonely 
because her mother had walked only a 
few steps away. She was so near their 
forest tree that both babies could hear 
coe Seereee dropping on the bottom of the 
pail. 

Tommy’s mother said afterwards that 
she never saw such big, juicy blackberries 
as she found that morning. She was pick- 
ing those berries fast as she could pick 
them whens she heard a noise near the big 
tree. The baby sisters were sitting still 
watching her just as she had hoped they 
would do. The big baby sister smiled 
and waved her hand, but she made no 
sound; she didn’t say a word. That three- 
year-old baby was surely tired from her 
walk over the rough trail and glad for 
once to sit still for at least a few min- 
utes. The ten-months-old baby was 
quietly counting her bare toes. 

The mother picked a few more berries 
and then she stopped. She heard that 
noise again. This time she found out 
who made the noise. It was a huge bear. 
Tommy’s mother never saw such a big 
bear. It had been taking a nap the other 
side of the tree where the babies were 





sitting, and that bear was cross. When 


| he saw Tommy’s mother in his blackberry 


patch he growled most impolitely. 
Before that bear took one step 


made Eve and gave her to Adam to be | Tommy’s mother had changed her mind 
about making blackberry-pie for dinner 
|that day. If the bear had moved as 
, quickly the next second as Tommy’s 
mother did, this story would be so sad 


his wife (Gen. 2: 21, 22). 
first marriage. 

Read Genesis 2 : 1-3. The seventh day 
God rested and set apart as a day of rest 


This was the 


it could not be told to any one but a! 
bear hunter. 

Instead of moving like a streak of, 
lightning though, the bear only growled | 
again and before he knew what had hap- | 
pened he was alone in the berry patch. | 
Perhaps the bear didn’t know that two 
plump babies were sitting on the ground 
the other side of the big tree. ; 

It was Tommy’s mother who moved like 
a streak of lightning. She snatched 
those babies and ran. She didn’t pick 
them up gently, either. The frightened 
mother took the ten-months-old baby in 
one arm and caught the other one by the 
clothes, and then she fairly flew down 
the trail with her precious load. 

When Tommy’s mother reached home 
she was so tired that at first she thought 
she couldn’t make any kind of a pie for 
dinner. After she rocked both babies for 








a while, though, she felt better. 

When Trowmrn:, carne hame to Aimer 
with his father, he smelled apple-pie 
baking in the oven. 

“I thought you said we would have a 
fresh blackberry-pie for dinner!” the lit- 
tle boy said to his mother. His tones 
sounded as if he were a wee bit dis- 
appointed. 

“I did, my child,” his mother answered, 
but I changed my mind.” 

After Tommy heard why his mother 
changed her mind about making black- 
berry-pie for dinner that day, he said, 
when she took the apple-pie out of the 
oven, that apple-pie was his choice, and, 
“Let the bears have the blackberries !” 


added with a merry laugh, 


Mackinaw City, MicuH. 
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The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 











19. 


22. 
23. 
25. 
26. Curious notes 
| 30 
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35- 


36. 
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39- 
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Double vowel 
Girl’s name 
A color 

An animal 


Isaiah 55:1 

One for whom Christ died 
Quickened by divine influence 

So be it 

Jacob’s youngest son (abbreviation) 
Pronoun 

Elongated fishes 

An entreaty 


Answer to Last Week’s Puzzle 








“Me no like big bear! Grrrrrrrr —” 


Then how the happy family in the log Che ; ol Gimes 
cabin laughed when the big baby sister F 
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Subscription Rates 


_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 


1 [2 Ts I+ F Ss 7 ill will Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 








Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 











$2.00—One copy, or any number of 























copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 
$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. ; 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 
The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 








scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 














on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 

















charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 








ACROSS 
1. What we are to get (Prov. 4:5) 
10. Same as 2 down 
11, A rise in the land 
12. Forerunner (Hebrew — sais) 
13. Twenty-four hours 
14. Towards 
15. Long ago (poetical) 
16. A Dutch farmer 
17. Relieves 
21. What lions do 
24. Period of time 


disciple 
28. Northern limit of Israel 
29. The Lord’s is not “shortened” 


woman 

32. A toilet preparation 

33. Forfeits (verb) 

34. Blurt out 

38. What Jesus did over the sin of Israel 
41. It burns 

42. John 6: 37 

43. The father of Mary’s husband 

44. Evening (poetical) 

54. Substitute for butter (abbreviation) 
46. Japanese coin 


48. Spanish for saint 





30. Something of Christ’s touched by a sick ibl P 
| Bible Puzzlers 


47. What Ezekiel saw in the valley in a vision Whe made an altar out of his pillow ? 


DOWN 
1. Adjective describing Christ’s riches 
2. Close by 
3. Raised platform for seats 
4. Previously 
5. Sin 
6. To smear 
zy. Pronoun; negative (two words) 
8. Notice 
9. Act of glorifying 
18. First two letters of Moses’ brother’s name 


receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.2 a year. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is:one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


25. What Aaron made for Israel to worship! The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
27. Used in Peter’s trade before he became a| 1031 Walnut Street, 
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to Interest the Children 
in the Old Testament 


Who rescued his kingdom for $1,875,000? 
What giant had a bed 13 ft. x6 ft? 

What happened in the Valley of Bones? 
Who was the first pbs 








Who took a census which cost the lives of 
70,000 people ? 


Five Hundred Bible Story 


Questions and Answers 
By Samuet Scovittg, Jr. 
50 cents, postpaid. 
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Lesson for August 2 
The Book of James 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 2 


God’s Friendliness as Expressed in 
Nature (Matt. 6 : 26-30; Psa. 145: 
16). (An outdoor consecration 
meeting) 





‘"Mon.—God, the Creator (Gen. 1 : 1-31). 
".Tues.—God’s care for his creatures (Psa. 
: 104 : 10-24). 
Wed.—God revealed in nature (Rom. 1: 


20-23). 
’ Thurs.—Signs of God’s goodness (Acts 
14 : 11-18). 
Fri—Trust in God’s care (Psa. 23 : 1-6). 
Sat—A father’s love (Matt. 7 : 11). 











; What signs of God do we find in nature? 
‘Why do we believe that this is a friendly 
world? 


‘Are God’s laws in nature friendly or un- 
friendly? Tell why. 


*PURGEON in commenting on the 
text; “Be ye glad and rejoice for ever 
in--that which I. create” (Isa. 65: 18), 
says: “I have no sympathy with the good 
man who, when on the Rhine, rushed into 
the cabin, that he might not see the river 
and the mountains, lest he should be ab- 
sorbed:in them and forget his Saviour. 


¥tike to see my Saviour on the hills, | 
| gence. 


and by the shores of the sea. I hear my 





Father’s voice in the thunder, and listen ; 
to the whispers of his love in the cadence , 


of the waves. These are my Father’s 
works, and therefore I admire them and 
seem all the nearer to him when I am 
among them. If I were a great artist, 


I should think it a small compliment if , 


my son came into my house and said he ‘1s : se 
microscopic precision. 


would not notice the pictures I had 
painted, because he only wanted to think 
of me.” o 


The closer we are to God the more we 


will enjoy and marvel at God’s handi- 
work in nature. The abundance with 
which God has showered blessings upon 
the just and the unjust alike is a won- 
drous testimony to his great love for man. 
Nature’s laws speak of his wisdom and of 
his concern that his creation should pros- 
per and should be maintained at the high 


A DOUBLE DUTY 
INVESTMENT 


Its first duty is to give you an annual income with- 
out care on your part. 

Its second duty is to be constaptly at work spread- 
ing the Gospel of Christ. - 

National Bible Institute Annuity Bonds do such 
double duty. For rates and detailed information ad- 
dress : THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE, 330- 
348 West 55th Street, New York City. 











By James H. Brookes 


THE MYSTERY 
OF SUFFERING 


From out of a life devoted to pastoral 
work, the late Dr. Brookes, a man of 
tenderest sympathies, wrote this book 
on the problem of human suffering. It 
is doubtful whether any other book has 
ever answered the question so com- 
pletely or in such a satisfying way as this 
enduring work of Dr. Brookes. $1.00 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 


One of the most helpful books on the 
complete Bible ever issued in compact 
form. It presents in brief outline the 
principal design, together with enlight- 
ening information as to the real charac- 
ter and teaching of each of the sixty- 
six Books of the Bible. A complete 
course of the Bible study in the most 
usuable form. $1.00 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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standard he set for it when he willed it 
into being. - 


All too little do we appreciate what 
God is doing for us constantly, through 
nature. James Russell Lowell sang: 


For a cap and bells our lives we pay, 
Bubbles we buy with a whole soul’s 
tasking: 
’Tis heaven alone that is given away, 
’Tis only God may be had for the asking; 
No price is set on the lavish summer; 
June may be had by the poorest comer. 


Yet left to nature alone, man gropes 
in the twilight to find his Maker. There 
are many things in nature we cannot. un- 
derstand. The devastating tornado, the 


clashing, blasting lightning, the howling | 
tempest, the sweeping floods, and the ter- 


rifying earthquakes are all nature’s 
forces, which, although wonderful and 


majestic, make it hard for man, from) 


nature alone, to find God. 
we 


Because the natural man is dead in 


trespasses and sins, God sent his Son that 
we might know him and that we might 
pass from death unto life. God speaks to 
every man through nature, and yet, the 
natural man cannot rightly understand 
God’s voice in nature. 

It is only when the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ has filled his heart and made 
him a new creature, that he can truly 
understand and appreciate all that God 
has done for him through the natural 
world. 

To the unregenerate man, the natural 
world simply points to a supreme intelli- 
To the child of God the natural 
world speaks of a Father’s love and care. 
To the unregenerate man God’s natural 
laws mean only cause and effect. To the 
saved man God’s laws speak of infinite 
wisdom and of the divine concern that 
provides even for the sparrow. The un- 
regenerate man sees, in the formation of 
the human ear and eye, marvelous and 
To the regenerate 
man it brings comfort and joy as he 
thinks of the words of David, “He that 
planted the ear, shall he not hear? he 
that formed the eye, shall he not see?” 
(Psa. 94: 9.) o 


Am I grateful for God’s natural blessings? 
Do I see my loving Father’s hand in all his 
providences? 
How can I help others to see God’s love 
through nature? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


The Second Annual 
Canadian Keswick 


ANADA’S Second Annual Keswick 

Bible Conference will be held this 
year from Sunday, July 26, to Sunday, 
August 16. A permanent site for the 
Conference has been secured at Port 
Sandfield, Muskoka Lakes, Ontario. The 
Conference grounds comprise some four 
acres, beautifully and exceptionally well 
located, just between Lake Rousseau and 
Lake Joseph, and within walking distance 
of several good hotels. 

Among the group of excellent Bible 
teachers and speakers that have been se- 
cured this year, are the Rev. J. Rhys 
Davies, of Shefheld, Eng.; Dr. Robert G. 
Glover, of the Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago, and the Rev. Wiiliam J. 
Southam, Winnipeg. 

Three good hotels are available with 
rates from $16 upward a week, for room 


and board. Conference meetings will be ; 


held in a large tent seating comfortably 
about one thousand people. 

Full information about the Conference 
may be obtained from the Secretary of 
the Committee in Charge, W. H. Adam- 
son, 858 College Street, Toronto, Can. 


If you are looking for a book of stir- 
ring, eventful, and challenging biography 
to put into the hands of a young man, 
why not give him “The Life Story of 
Henry Clay Trumbull,” that dauntless, 
far-seeing, intense and consecrated mis- 
sionary, army chaplain, editor, and ex- 
blorer? It is published by The Sunday 
School Times Company, finely illustrated 
and beautifully bound, at $2.50, postpaid. 
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Bible Study Courses 


by Correspondence 


at Reduced Prices NOW 


ONSIDERABLE lesson material of the Moody Bible Institute Corre- 
spondence School was Water Damaged by a recent FIRE. Much ma- 
terial is still usable and we are offering it (except the Introductory and 








Scofield Correspondence Courses), for a limited time, at a considerable 
saving from the regular price. 


Cost with sligh' c h 
COURSES Seuanph tou” pre Ny partis 

Fundamentals of Christian Faith......... $4.00 $5.00 
Practical Christian Work.........ssesceses 4.00 8.00 
Evangelism......... sss Pecoaevescscceccecs 2.50 3.50 
CORPSE VIII CUG os 5608s cecccsones devescecs 2.50 3.50 

As some new sections will be needed to complete sets in the following courses, ; 
the cost will be: 

Synthetic Bible Study..............sse00 $6.50 $8.00 
BONS PIC taba d eee sis heaetiessecscdseeses 6.00 8.00 
World-Wide Missions.............00+ sees 6.00 8.00 


New stock in ALL courses on hand at regular prices. 


These simplified Bible Courses are easy to learn during your spare hours. 
First Come, First Served. Enroll now. Delay of a few days may mean a dis- 
appointment to you. Quick action necessary—supply limited—write today. 


Moody Bible Institute Correspondence School 


Dept. 450 B—153 Institute Place : Chicago, Illinois, U. S. A. 





























Purchasing Agent— 
Art Director—Wife” 


Just a slim girl, maybe, or a motherly woman with sweet eyes | 
and white hair—but what a responsibility is hers ! 


She is the active partner in the business of running a home. 
She buys most of the things which go to make home life happy, 
healthful and beautiful. Through her slim, safe fingers goes 


most of the family money. 


a¢ | 

Home Manager— | 

| 

I 

| : 

| 

And wisely and well it is usually spent, too—far better than [f 

the average man could spend it himself. For women are better | 
purchasing agents than men. They compare prices, weigh 

values and shop carefully. 


They read advertisements regularly. You'll find the wise 
little home manager searching the advertising columns for 
news that will add to the comfort, convenience and improvement 
of her home. You will find the same clever purchasing agent 
studying the advertisements to find where and when to buy, and 
what and how to buy most economically. The advertisements, 
too, tell this responsive art director how she can make her home 
more beautiful, more individual—the kind of hi ne that a man 
appreciates but never knows how it is done! 


Advertisements are the wise counsellors in the spending of 
money that the clever housewife heeds. 


The business of running a home is made 
easier by reading the advertisements 





SYNTHETIC BIBLE STUDIES 


A Complete Bible Study Course, Affording a 
Comprehensive View of the Whole Scriptures 


By James M. Gray, Dean of Moody Bible Institute 


An outline study of each book of the Bible, with suggestions for sermons, 
addresses, and Bible expositions, by a Master in Scripture analysis. 


‘* Any one wishing help in Scripture study can do no better than purchase 
this book. It is admirable, evangelical, accurate.”— Watchword and Truth. 


348 pages. Only $2.25, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 








Without WOITy, 


bother. o 
expense 





| cates are not affected by 

market changes. The in- 

terest rate remains the 

same from issuance 

through to maturity. 

They may be purchased direct from. 

Arnold and pany at face value 

without the payment of broker’s or 

attorney’s fees. 

Every Arnold Certificate is secured 

by first mortgage on improved real 

estate and is further guaranteed by 

Arnoldand Company with capital and 

surplus of $1,250,000. 

Issued in amounts of $100, 

Bro 10 year, Bhoushiv pey- 

2.0 10 yoo. Bb 

Write today for 
Booklet No. 12 


LD ano COMPANY 
\ 1416 EYE 3 N.W. y 
_—~ WASHINGTON.D.C. 

























HAVE YOU SEEN RODEHEAVER’S 
NEW SONG BOOK— 


“Victorious Service Songs” 
ictorious Service Songs”? 
N° OTHER song book of which we know 
has been so definitely planned to meet 
every need of church, Sunday-school and 
church societies — particularly suitable for 
churches that can buy but one book for all 
phases of their work. 
You will want to see this book for yourself. 
Just sign and mail the coupon. 


The Rodeheaver Co. 


218-C S. Wabash Ave. 
CHICAGO 
721-C Arch Street 
PHILADELPHIA 
Mail Coupon to Nearest Address 












Gentlemen: Please send me free examination copy 
of Victorious Service Songs. I will return it within 
30 days if no order is placed. 
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e e 
With Wm. Jennings Bryan 
IN PALESTINE 
Sail February, 1926. Preliminary 
Cruise. Egypt. 
ONCE IN A LIFETIME 
Temple Tours, 443-B Park Sq. Bldg., Boston, Mass. 

















Retain the Charm 
~ Of Girlhood 
A Clear Sweet Skin 
Cuticura 
Will Help You 


Use Cuticura Soap Every Day 



















Individual Cups 


Every church should use. Clean and sanitary. Trial free. 
Thomas Communion Service Co. Box $ Lima, Ohie 








PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Par* Place. 


BRON ZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through ‘“‘them that are His.'’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's guidance and biessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


The Difference 


How intensely practical the Epistle of 
James! How set against sham and 
hypocrisy was the author, who was after 
all only the mouthpiece of the divine Au- 
thor! Do we not need to be just as 
much on our guard to-day against every 
form of deceit and superficiality? There 
are many professed conversions; what 
proportion of them are real? Only God 
knows. When conversion changes char- 
acter, it is a heart change; when it 
changes only the profession, it is merely 
a head change. A _ professed doctrinal 
change is not necessarily an experiential 
change. The former produces only dead 
works; the latter produces works that 
count with God. And in this sense “faith 
without works is dead.” Let us look well 
to the root, and the fruit will follow. 


July 27 to August 2 
Mon.—James 1: 12-18. Temptation. 


Let those who have access to a Jamie- 
son, Fausset and Brown Commentary 
read carefully the valuable notes on these 


verses. See also Scofield’s comment on 
verse 14. “The cause of sin is in our- 
selves. Even Satan’s suggestions do not 


endanger us until they are made our own. 
... Lust flows from the original birth-sin 
in man, inherited from Adam.” 

Prayer Succestions: Not only pray 
but watch against every form of tempta- 
tion, Satan is a subtle enemy. He knows 
well how to take advantage of every 
weak or unguarded point. Pray for those 
who are fighting hard to overcome be- 
setting sin. “Put on the WHOLE armor 
of God.” 


Tues.—James 1:19-27. Pure Religion. 


Note particularly the last clause of 
verse 27. Mere humanitarianism puts great 
emphasis on works of charity, but over- 
looks separation from the world. Every 
“charity ball” and other questionable de- 
vice for raising money for causes that 
may of themselves be good, do violence 
to this clause and to the whole tenor of 
God's Word. ; 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Says a Texas 
correspondent: “Will you not ask prayer 
for ‘tramps, boat crews, railroad em- 
ployees, prisoners, aged people, the dy- 
ing? All these I have been especially in- 
terested in, by direct personal effort, and 
my heart goes out to them.” 

Wed.—James 2 : 14-26. Doers of the Word. 

Paul’s emphasis was upon a living 
faith that would producé works, and 
James’ upon the kind of works’ which 
nothing but a living faith could produce 
(1:27 and 2:18). James’ argument was 
that the mere profession of faith was a 
vain and empty thing. The vitality and 
character of the root must be tested by 
the vitality and character of the fruit. 


Prayer Succestions: From a letter: 
“Our strength is just as great as our obe- 
dience.” Is this not worth passing on? 
See Philippians 4:13. Pray for all who 
have not yet learned to “wait upon the 
Lord.” Pray for two afflicted saints in 
Indiana; bereavement in one case, bodily 
illness in the other. 

Thurs.—James 3:1-12. Careful Speech. 


The tongue that blesses God and curses 
what God has made speaks out of a 
heart that blesses not, but curses. The 
“blessing” on the part of such a tongue is 
hypocrisy to man and mockery te God. 
There is no blessing in it. James proves 
this by his later illustrations (vs. 11 and 





12) and his more direct statements of 
verses 13 to 18. 

PRAYER SuGGestions: Pray for the 
Conference of the Interdenominational 
Foreign Mission Association of North 
America, now in session at Stony Brook, 
Long Island. Pray also for the School 
for Boys located there, of which Dr. 
Gaebelein’s son, Professor Frank E. 
Gaebelein, is principal. Pray for all sum- 
mer conferences, Summer Bible Schools 
and Daily Vacation Bible Schools. 


Fri.—James 4:1-10. Humble Living. 


Here again James warns against dou- 
ble-mindedness (vs. 4 and 8), one of 
the worst and probably the most prevalent 
sin on the part of professing Christians; 
the sin, more than almost any other, that 
separates from God, that makes fruitless 
lives, and that prevents prayer being an- 
swered. Thoughtfully re-read verses 7, 
8, and 10. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Christian Testimony to Jews (901 Schaff 
Building, Philadelphia), and for its rap- 
idly expanding work in Europe and Rus- 
sia. Pray for the School Bag Gospel 
League of New York City, and for all 
simular agencies working to Gospelize the 
children and youth of America. 


Sat.—James 5:7-11. Patience. 


What New Testament writer of epis- 
tles or prophecy failed to emphasize “the 
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coming of the Lord’? The “blessed 
hope” of his coming was the great in- 
centive to patience under trial (vs. 16 
and 11) and to godliness of life (1 John 
3:3). Is it so with us? If the coming 
of the Lord was imminert in James’ time, 
how much more so in our time! 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Pray for all 
prophetic Bible conferences, Fundamentals 
Associations, editors of evangelical papers, 
leaders in missionary enterprises, Y. M 
C. A. and Y. W. C. A. training schools, 
the Y. P. S.C. E., and Epworth League. 
Pray that intercession may not lag during 
the summer. 


Sun.—James 5: 13-18. The Power of Prayer. 

How intensely practical have been these 
readings, and what a happy climax! Put 
on the whole armor, said Paul, and withal 
pray always (Eph. 6:12-18). Prove 
your faith by your practise, exhorted 
James, for only then will your supplica- 
tions be the availing prayers of “a right- 
eous man,” availing even to the conver- 
sion of sinners. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for pas- 
tors, church leaders, and others away on 
their vacation. Pray for all union serv- 
ices, that there be no compromise of the 
essential doctrines of salvation. Pray for 
all broadcasting Gospel agencies. God is 
mightily working through some of these. 
Pray MucH. Pray that a wave of sal- 


vation may sweep speedily over our land. 


| Choose Now 
the Bible St 


Vreham Qolthay= 


You Need 





VERYWHERE the 


t movement for religious education is 


being felt. Societies for the study of the Bible are being formed. 


Earnest men and women ev 
benefits come only from thorough 


In the ten Home Study Courses o 


ere are realiz 


ing that the greatest 
knowledge of the Bible. 
f the Moody Bible Institute, the 


truths that have prevailed for twenty centuries are brought home to 
the student in clear, concise manner that makes their study a delight. 
Students find these courses of unlimited value. They will bring to 
you a greater, truer understanding of Christianity. 


32,000 others before you—students from every part of the world— 
have derived untold benefit from the ten courses of the Moody Bible 


Institute Correspondence School. 
far more than the price you ask.” ‘ 


of the entire co i 


Students say: ‘“‘They are worth 
‘The first lesson is worth the price 


These courses have been perfected by eminent Bible scholars over 
thirty-nine years. They are sold for less than half their cost—not for 


profit—and are non-sectarian. 


Decide This One Thing Now 


You, too, should have the strengthening, uplifting influence that 
these courses can bring to you. There is one especially adapted to 


your needs—whether you are an earnest 


Christian. 


beginner or an advanced 


Choose now the course you need. Read the outlines in the coupon. 
Check the one you feel is best fitted for you. Then send the coupon 


for our free prospectus describing 
delay. Don’t remain in darkness. 
Use the coupon. Do it now. 


Moody Bib 


these courses completely. Don’t 
The key to the Scriptures is here. 


le Institute 


Correspondence School 


Dept. 450 B—153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill., U.S.A. 
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3 Check now the course you need. Mail this coupon 


s MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE CORRESPOND 
Dept. Institute i i 
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bo Send me, FREE, Prospectus describing the Home Study Courses— [79 Practical Chrietian Work= 


: interested in those checked Bible Doctrine—Outlinesthe 
« Tamin _ Clécste teachings of Christian- 
ity—about 2 years required. 


Fundamentals of Ch 


Synthetic Bible Study— 
p D) covers each book of the Bible 
year or More required. 


ENCE SCHOOL 

is 

Methodsof Soul-winningand 
Christian work—3 to 6 months. 


Evangelism — How to con- 
Oduce campaigns—3 to 6 
months. 
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s Bible Cha: Ss O Faith Courec—requires 
ible pter Summary— i issions—eight 
«OD Coverseverychapterin the about 9 months. oO sy tg bade nae ns. 
® Bible—completed in 18 months. oOo Christian Evidences—Facts Scofield Bible Co: at. 
s oO Introductory Bible Course— in support of the Christian Oo ving’ [Okerun ee fie Minzst 
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